March 2017
Healthwatch Blackburn with Darwen E-News
Hello & welcome to our second E-News of 2017. Lots has happened since our last
update & with warmer & brighter days we are excited for all we have planned for
the month ahead.
Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve been up to:
International Women’s Day

To celebrate and support International Women’s Day on the 8th March, Claire our
Signposting & Engagement Officer spent the day at the Women’s Centre in
Blackburn. The day included joining women who attend the Centre for a coffee
morning, where Healthwatch was promoted and future projects were discussed as
well as a quiz with fruity prizes. The Women’s Centre welcomed Claire into a
group session in the afternoon, one of the many courses that the Women’s Centre
deliver, it gave a real insight into the great work that they do. We are hoping to
visit the Women’s Centre on a more regular basis in the future for engagement on
our 17/18 projects. On the day we engaged with over 25 women.
New Access Point
We launched a new Access Point on the 3rd March at Daisyfield Mill, Blackburn.
Healthwatch Community Access Points are based at various locations throughout
the Borough, enabling residents to have their say on local Health & Social Care
services and Provision, the work that we do and information on local services. We
will be attending Daisyfield Mill on a monthly basis. The first month has proved
very successful engaging with over 10 people.

Children’s Ward Engagement

Our Amplify Champions visited Royal Blackburn Teaching Hospitals Children’s Ward
on Thursday 9th & 16th March. During the two visits they engaged with 18 young
people, gathering their views of being on the ward. A report will be published in
April detailing the findings.
Super Enrichment Day

On Tuesday 14th March we delivered four workshops at Darwen Vale’s Super
Enrichment Day, engaging with over sixty young people. The workshops were
facilitated by our Amplify Champions & explored the role social media & online
platforms had in the health & wellbeing of young people.

Healthtalk

Along with Public Health we delivered the first of a series of Healthtalk workshops
at Brownhill United Reformed Church Luncheon Club. We received a lovely
welcome by volunteers & those attending, speaking to over twenty people about
what their priorities were on the things that support their health & wellbeing. We
will be delivering three more workshops over the coming month to ensure we
listen to a diverse range of residents.
Here’s a snapshot of what’s happening over the following month:
Access Points
Our Access Points provide the opportunity for you to share your experience of local
Health & Care Services or receive information on what’s available to support your
health & wellbeing. Come & visit us at one of our Access Points in April, find Claire
our friendly Signposting & Engagement Officer at:
Barbara Castle Way
Thursday 6th,13th, 20th April 10-12pm
Darwen Health Centre
Wednesday 5th, 19th April 10-12pm
Royal Blackburn Hospital
Tuesday 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th April 2-4pm
Shelter
Tuesday 11th, 25th April 10-12pm
Mental Health & Wellbeing Task Group, 10-12pm, Darwen Aldridge Enterprise
Studio
Guest speaker from The Big White Wall
Your View Your Voice – 2017/18 Workplan Launch 2-4pm, Darwen Aldridge
Enterprise Studio

Volunteering
Currently we have a team of over one hundred volunteers & Champions supporting
our activities with their wide range of skills, experience & knowledge. We are keen
to recruit more volunteers & have opportunities in community engagement &
research, enter & view representatives, task group members, signposting, admin,
lead your own projects & more. We are especially keen to hear from students &
those who work or have worked in a related field. Get in touch to find out more!
Office Move
We’re moving to Kings Court on Wednesday 29th March to a bigger office which will
allow us to grow whilst being more central for residents to access. It will be sad to
say goodbye to Blackburn Enterprise Centre which has been a good home but we’re
excited about our new office!
Special thankyou
We would like to take this opportunity to thank both Sandra & Sue who are leaving
the organisation. There skills, experience & knowledge are going to be missed &
we wish them well in their future ventures.
We are currently recruiting for two new staff members, please visit the link below
for details:
http://www.healthwatchblackburnwithdarwen.co.uk/current%20vacancies
Until next time don’t forget we are always here to listen, helping your views &
experiences drive change.
We have lots to look forward to over the coming year, in the meantime have a
healthy & happy one from all at Healthwatch Blackburn with Darwen.
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