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Blanket ban to clamp down on 'legal 

highs' (29/05/15) 

Action to protect young people from the 

dangers of so-called ‘legal highs’ and target 

those who profit from their trade was 

announced by the UK government today. 

 

The Psychoactive Substances Bill will 

prohibit and disrupt the production, 

distribution, sale and supply of new 

psychoactive substances in the UK. They are 

often sold online or on the high street. 

 

The ban will extend to the sale of nitrous 

oxide for human use, known as ‘laughing 

gas’ or ‘hippy crack’, although its legitimate 

sale will not be affected. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/blank

et-ban-to-clamp-down-on-legal-highs 

 

London CSE Operating Protocol 2nd 

Edition (18/03/15) 

This revised protocol has been further 

developed since its launch in February 2014. 

It sets out how agencies will identify and 

address CSE: providing a standard and 

consistent response across London.  

 

The Protocol sets out the procedures for 

safeguarding and protecting the welfare of 

children from CSE. It sets out how through 

our partnerships we assess, challenge and 

provide an enhanced, effective service to 

reduce the harm and threats posed to children 

and young people from CSE.  

 

Aims 

 To identify those children at risk of being 

sexually exploited. 

 

 To work collaboratively to ensure the 

safeguarding and welfare of children and 

young people who are being, or are at risk 

of being, sexually exploited. 

 To provide timely and effective 

interventions with children and families to 

safeguard those vulnerable to sexual 

exploitation. 

 To apply pro-active problem solving to 

address the risks associated with victims, 

perpetrators and locations and ensure the 

safeguarding and welfare of children and 

young people who are or may be at risk 

from sexual exploitation. 

 To take action against those intent on 

abusing and exploiting children and young 

people by prosecuting and disrupting 

perpetrators. 

 To raise awareness and provide 

preventative education for the welfare of 

children and young people who are, or may 

be, sexually exploited  
http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/ 

 

Boost for children’s understanding of 

healthcare rights (31/03/15) 

NCB and the Council for Disabled Children 

have published important information on 

what every child and young person should 

expect from health services in England, 

revealing their first-hand experiences of 

using the NHS and their views on how the 

NHS Constitution could be improved. 

http://www.ncb.org.uk/news/boost-for-

children%E2%80%99s-understanding-of-

healthcare-rights 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 

INFORMATION UPDATE – 264 

1st June 2015 
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Inspecting early years: handbook for 

inspectors (22/05/15) 

Guidance for inspecting early years 

providers that deliver the Early Years 

Foundation Stage. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/inspecting-early-years-handbook-for-

inspectors 

 

Notify Ofsted of serious childcare 

incident: form for local authorities 
(19/05/15) 

Notification form, online and printable 

options, for serious childcare incidents for 

children living at home or in care. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/notify-ofsted-of-serious-childcare-incident-

form-for-local-authorities 

 

Services for children and vulnerable 

adults: information sharing by 

inspectorates (15/05/15) 

Protocol for sharing of pre-publication 

reports and other information. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/services-for-children-and-vulnerable-adults-

information-sharing-by-inspectorates 

 

Adoption agencies data in England: 1 

April 2013 to 31 March 2014 (14/0515) 

Adopters and children data, including 

recruitment activity of adoptive families, 

adoption support, complaints and inter-

country adoptions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/ad

option-agencies-data-in-england-1-april-

2013-to-31-march-2014 

 

Fostering in England 1 April 2013 to 31 

March 2014 (14/05/15) 

Numbers and profile of foster carers and 

children in both local authority and 

independent services. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fos

tering-in-england-1-april-2013-to-31-march-

2014 

 

Children's centres: inspections and 

outcomes July 2014 to December 2014 
(14/05/15) 

Official statistics covering July 2014 to 

December 2014 provisional and April 2014 

to June 2014 revised. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/chi

ldrens-centres-inspections-and-outcomes-

july-2014-to-december-2014 

 

Inspecting children's homes: framework 
(11/05/15) 

Framework for the inspection of children’s 

homes by Ofsted and Annex A as a form for 

providers to complete. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/inspecting-childrens-homes-framework 

 

Inspecting children's homes: guidance for 

inspectors (11/05/15) 

Ofsted inspectors use this guidance when 

inspecting children’s homes and secure 

children’s homes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/inspecting-childrens-homes-guidance-for-

inspectors 

 

EYFSP return 2015: COLLECT guide 
(28/05/15) 

Guide for LAs using COLLECT to submit 

early years foundation stage profile return 

data for 2015. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/eyfsp-return-2015-collect-guide 

 

Early years foundation stage profile 

return 2015: guide (27/05/15) 

Guide for LAs and schools submitting 

EYFSP data for 2015. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-return-

2015-guide 
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Children's social work workforce 2013 to 

2014 (27/05/15) 

Information about children's social workers 

employed by LA as at 30 September 2014. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/chi

ldrens-social-work-workforce-2013-to-2014 

 

New measures to end delay for children 

awaiting adoption (23/05/15) 

Children awaiting adoption could soon 

benefit from being placed with a family far 

quicker under a new approach that will open 

up a greater number of potential adopters for 

every child. 

 

Next week’s Queen Speech will include 

specific new powers that will require 

councils combine their adoption functions if 

they fail to join together services under their 

own steam within the next 2 years. 

 

At the moment, adoption is happening at too 

small and localised a scale. With councils 

working together, the choice of potential 

matches for a child would increase 

significantly, giving children a far better 

chance of quickly finding a permanent 

family. 

 

Councils will be encouraged to identify their 

own regional approach that would see 

authorities uniting their adoption services 

under one system or outsourcing the delivery 

of their adoption functions into a single 

regional agency. 

 

The new powers, contained in the Schools 

and Adoption Bill, would only be used if 

councils failed to take action quickly enough. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-

measures-to-end-delay-for-children-

awaiting-adoption 

 

Pupil absence in schools in England: 

autumn term 2014 (21/05/15) 

Levels of pupil absence in primary and 

secondary schools in the 2014 autumn term. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/pu

pil-absence-in-schools-in-england-autumn-

term-2014 

 

Number of young people not in work or 

education falls to 10 year low (21/05/15) 

Official figures show that the proportion of 

16 to 24 year olds recorded as NEET in 

January to March 2015 fell annually and is 

now at the lowest comparable rate since 

records began in 2001. 

 

The highest ever recorded proportion of 16 

to17 year olds, more than 9 in 10, are now 

participating in education or training. This 

trend continues for 19 to 24 year olds who 

are NEET with the lowest comparable rate in 

10 years. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/numb

er-of-young-people-not-in-work-or-

education-in-england-falls-to-10-year-low 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/ne

et-statistics-quarterly-brief-january-to-

march-2015 

 

Statements of SEN and EHC plans: 

England 2015 (21/05/15) 

Statistics and analysis on statements of 

special educational needs and education, 

health and care plans in England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sta

tements-of-sen-and-ehc-plans-england-2015 

 

SEN survey 2016: guide (15/05/15) 

Guide for LAs completing data submissions 

for the 2016 special educational needs 

survey, commonly known as SEN2. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/special-educational-needs-survey-2016-

guide 
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SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years 
(01/05/15) 

Guidance on the special educational needs 

and disability system for children and young 

people aged 0 to 25, from 1 September 2014. 

 

This statutory code is issued by law; you 

must follow it unless there’s a good reason 

not to. It explains the duties of schools and 

colleges to provide: 

 reasonable adjustments for disabled 

children and young people 

 extra aids and services for disabled children 

and young people 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 

 

Children looked after return 2014 to 2015: 

validation rules (18/05/15) 

A list of validation checks for the children 

looked after by LAs return 2014 to 2015. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-looked-after-return-2014-to-2015-

validation-rules 

 

Children entering detention under 

Immigration Act powers (21/05/15) 

These figures are based on management 

information and are not subject to the 

detailed checks that apply to National 

Statistics. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-

data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-

immigration-act-powers 

 

Children entering detention under 

Immigration Act powers (30/04/15) 

These figures are based on management 

information and are not subject to the 

detailed checks that apply to National 

Statistics. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-

data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-

immigration-act-powers 

 

Female genital mutilation, experimental 

statistics: March 2014 (30/04/15) 

Newly identified cases of FGM and active 

caseload. England and commissioning 

regions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/fe

male-genital-mutilation-experimental-

statistics-march-2014 
 

Serious Crime Bill: Protection of children 

and miscellaneous (18/05/15) 

These documents form the 'protection of 

children and miscellaneous' section of the 

Serious Crime Bill. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/serious-crime-bill-protection-of-

childrenmiscellaneous 

 

HSE Case 365 -Students banned from 

attending school on their last day 
(22/05/15) 

Issue 

A media article carried a story of a school 

banning sixth year students from attending 

on their last day, citing health and safety. 

Panel opinion 

Health and safety law is being used as a 

convenient catchall here to hide the real 

issues. Muck-up days happen in lots of 

schools up and down the country and are 

about having fun. Boundaries to the 

celebrations should be set in advance and 

clear expectations set on what and what will 

not be allowed so that leavers do not blot 

their copy books on the last day. The school 

should rely on normal school discipline 

arrangements and not use health and safety 

as an excuse for banning students from 

having a memorable last day. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/myth-

busting/2015/case365-students-banned-from-

attending-school-on-their-last-day.htm 
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http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/myth-busting/2015/case365-students-banned-from-attending-school-on-their-last-day.htm
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2010 to 2015 government policies 

 

Inspections of schools, colleges and 

children's services (07/05/15) 

How the government is working with Ofsted 

so inspections of schools, colleges and 

children's services lead to improvement. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-

inspections-of-schools-colleges-and-

childrens-services 

 

Education of disadvantaged children 
(07/05/15) 

How we are making sure disadvantaged 

pupils get extra support at school with 

initiatives like the pupil premium and 

summer schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-education-

of-disadvantaged-children 

 

Children outside mainstream education 
(07/05/15) 

What the government is doing to create more 

effective and diverse alternative provision. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-children-

outside-mainstream-education 

 

Young people (07/05/15) 

What the government is doing to improve the 

quality of education and opportunities for 

young people. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-young-

people 

 

Children's social workers (07/05/15) 

How the government is ensuring social 

workers and other professionals are able to 

help and protect vulnerable children. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-childrens-

social-workers 

 

Looked-after children and adoption 
(07/05/15) 

How the government is reducing the time it 

takes to adopt and improving the quality of 

care for all looked-after children. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-looked-

after-children-and-adoption 

 

School behaviour and attendance 
(07/05/15) 

What the government is doing to support 

schools in dealing with disruptive behaviour 

and poor attendance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-school-

behaviour-and-attendance 

 

Special educational needs and disability 

(SEND) (07/05/15) 

How the government is giving children and 

young people with SEN better access to the 

high-quality special education and support 

they need. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-special-

educational-needs-and-disability-send 

 

Poverty and social justice (07/05/15) 

How the government is working to help 

people overcome complex problems that lead 

to poverty, to help them change the course of 

their lives. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-poverty-

and-social-justice 

 

Children's health (07/05/15) 

How we are offering free school meals to all 

pupils in reception year, year 1 and year 2 in 

state-funded schools in England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-childrens-

health 
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2010 to 2015 government policies 

 

Violence against women and girls 
(07/05/15) 

How the government is supporting victims of 

domestic violence and abuse and making 

sure perpetrators are brought to justice. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-violence-

against-women-and-girls 

 

Knife, gun and gang crime (07/05/15) 

How we are working to reduce gang-related 

crime and stop young people becoming 

involved in youth violence. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-knife-gun-

and-gang-crime 

 

Helping employers make safer recruiting 

decisions (07/05/15) 

How the Disclosure and Barring Service 

provides criminal records checking and 

barring functions to help employers make 

safer recruitment decisions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/2010-to-2015-government-policy-helping-

employers-make-safer-recruiting-decisions 

……………………………………………… 

April care demand statistics and rates of 

application breakdown by LA (13/05/14) 

In April 2015 Cafcass received 946 care 

applications, up 18% compared to 2014 and 

the highest number to date of applications 

received during the month of April. 

  

This follows the release of annual figures last 

month, showing care applications at an all-

time high during 2014-15. It has been 

suggested that this rise may be attributable in 

part to a greater awareness of issues such as 

CSE, leading to more referrals to LAs.  

 

Greater public and professional awareness of 

child protection issues, as well as more 

 

rigorous reviewing and scrutiny of plans 

within LAs may also play a contributing role. 

 

Statistics also show the number of care 

applications received per 10,000 child 

population – the rate of care applications – 

by each LA in England during 2014-15. 43% 

of LAs showed a decrease compared to 

2013-14, while 53% showed an increase.  

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/a

pril-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-

breakdown-by-la.aspx 

 

Cafcass private law demand (13/05/15) 

In April 2015, Cafcass received 2,942 new 

private law cases, a 8% decrease on April 

2014 levels. 

  

Between April 2014 and March 2015 

Cafcass received 34,278 new private law 

cases, down 27% from the previous year. 

 

All individual months, bar April and Dec 

2014, saw the lowest number of new cases 

ever recorded by Cafcass for those months. 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/a

pril-2015-private-law-demand-statistics.aspx 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/a

pril-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-

breakdown-by-la.aspx 

 

Youth custody data (08/05/15) 

Monthly statistics on the population in 

custody of children and young people within 

the secure estate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/yo

uth-custody-data 

 

“If it’s not better, it’s not the end” Inquiry 

into CSE in Gangs and Groups: One year 

on (children and young people’s version) 
(13/05/15) 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/c

ontent/publications/content_924 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-knife-gun-and-gang-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-knife-gun-and-gang-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-knife-gun-and-gang-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-helping-employers-make-safer-recruiting-decisions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-helping-employers-make-safer-recruiting-decisions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2010-to-2015-government-policy-helping-employers-make-safer-recruiting-decisions
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-private-law-demand-statistics.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-private-law-demand-statistics.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/may/april-2015-care-demand-statistics-and-breakdown-by-la.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/youth-custody-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/youth-custody-data
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_924
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_924
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Joint thematic inspection of resettlement 

services to children by Youth Offending 

Teams and partner agencies (March 2015) 

This report, from HMI Probation, the CQC 

and Ofsted examined the work of YOTs and 

their partners in response to findings from 

regular inspections of youth offending work 

which suggested services to children in 

custody and on release were not being 

delivered consistently well enough. 

 

Inspectors were concerned to find that: 

 too many children had been rearrested, 

charged or convicted of new offences 

within months or weeks of being released; 

 when children were in custody, work in the 

community was not proactive and in too 

many cases was largely about attending 

meetings in the institution, rather than 

preparing for release; 

 much hard work was carried out in 

custodial institutions but it was not linked 

to giving children the best chance to stop 

offending and make a new life; 

 key staff did not fully understand each 

other’s roles, did not always value each 

other’s input and did not always work 

together; and 

 while there are some promising local 

resettlement projects, resettlement work in 

the community often started too late. 

 

However, inspectors were pleased to find 

that there was some excellent work 

undertaken both in custody and in the 

community and, for a small number of 

children, this hard work had contributed to 

successful resettlement back into the 

community and no further offences. 

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmip

robation/media/press-

releases/2015/03/youthresettlementthematic/

#.VWsF92x8PIU 

 

DBS online tracking service (27/05/15) 

DBS online tracking can be used to check the 

progress of applications and order blank 

application forms if you are a registered 

employer.  

 

To use it all you need is your date of birth 

and the application form reference number. 

This is the ‘F’ number if a paper application 

was submitted to the DBS or an ‘E’ number 

if the application was submitted via the 

electronic route. Ask the person or 

organisation who submitted your check for 

the application reference number.  

 

Employers can also use our multiple online 

tracking service to view several DBS 

applications at once and order blank 

application forms. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-

online-tracking-service-errors 

 

Changes to the DBS ID checking 

guidelines (30/04/15) 

The DBS ID checking guidelines will be 

updated in June because of DVLA driving 

licences changes. 

 

From 8 June 2015 the DVLA will not issue 

the paper counterpart to the photo-card 

driving licence. We will update our identity 

checking guidelines soon to include this 

change. A photo-card driving licence issued 

by the DVLA without the paper counterpart 

will be classed as a group 1 primary identity 

document. 

 

There will be no need to view the paper 

counterpart for driving licences issued before 

the date of the change. These are minimum 

ID requirements and will not impact how 

you validate an applicants identity. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chang

es-to-the-dbs-id-checking-guidelines 

 

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2015/03/youthresettlementthematic/#.VWsF92x8PIU
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2015/03/youthresettlementthematic/#.VWsF92x8PIU
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2015/03/youthresettlementthematic/#.VWsF92x8PIU
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2015/03/youthresettlementthematic/#.VWsF92x8PIU
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-online-tracking-service-errors
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-online-tracking-service-errors
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-the-dbs-id-checking-guidelines
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-the-dbs-id-checking-guidelines
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Challenging behaviour and learning 

disabilities: prevention and interventions 

for people with learning disabilities whose 

behaviour challenges (28/05/15) 

Antipsychotic medication should only be 

used in particular circumstances and not as a 

first resort when managing behaviour that 

challenges in people with learning 

disabilities, says NICE. The recommendation 

comes from latest guidance which covers the 

support and interventions that should be 

available for family members and carers of 

people with a learning difficulty and 

behaviour that challenges.  

 

Between 5 and 15% of people with learning 

disability develop behaviour that challenges. 

This can rise to 30 to 40% in hospital 

settings, and is particularly high among 

teenagers and people in their early 20s. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/avoid-

medication-as-first-resort-for-challenging-

behaviour 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng11 

 

Childhood flu programme 2015 to 2016 

extension: advice for parents and schools 
(28/05/15) 

From Autumn 2015, seasonal influenza (flu) 

vaccination will be offered to all children 

aged 2 to 4 and those in school years 1 and 2. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/childhood-flu-programme-2015-to-2016-

extension-advice-for-parents-and-schools 

 

Funding boost for children and young 

people’s mental health services in Wales 
(22/05/15) 

The Welsh Government will invest an extra 

£7.6m every year in mental health services 

for children and young people in Wales, 

Health and Social Services Minister Mark 

Drakeford has announced. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialc

are/2015/10182787/?lang=en 

 

New measures to improve autism services 

in Wales (18/05/15) 

A new one-year plan to address priorities for 

action for children, young people and adults 

with autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) has 

been published by the Welsh Government. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialc

are/2015/autism/?lang=en 

 

SEND reforms – implications for 

paediatricians (27/05/15) 

The Children and Families Act (2014) placed 

specific legal obligations on CCGs to 

implement new reforms for children and 

young people with special educational and 

disabilities needs. The SEND Reforms will 

become part of the NHS England Assurance 

Framework and CCG Scorecard for 

2015/2016. 

 

View the NHS England, DH and DfE guide 

for health professionals on the reforms and 

what they mean for practitioners. 

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/send-reforms-

%E2%80%93-implications-paediatricians 

 

Whistleblowing: list of prescribed people 

and bodies (01/06/15) 

If you decide to blow the whistle to a 

prescribed person rather than your employer, 

you must make sure that you’ve chosen the 

correct person or body for your issue. 

 

This document is a list of the prescribed 

persons and bodies who you can make a 

disclosure to. There is also a brief description 

about the matters you can report to each 

prescribed person. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/blowing-the-whistle-list-of-prescribed-

people-and-bodies--2 

 

http://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/avoid-medication-as-first-resort-for-challenging-behaviour
http://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/avoid-medication-as-first-resort-for-challenging-behaviour
http://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/avoid-medication-as-first-resort-for-challenging-behaviour
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng11
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-flu-programme-2015-to-2016-extension-advice-for-parents-and-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-flu-programme-2015-to-2016-extension-advice-for-parents-and-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-flu-programme-2015-to-2016-extension-advice-for-parents-and-schools
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/10182787/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/10182787/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/autism/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialcare/2015/autism/?lang=en
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/send-reforms-%E2%80%93-implications-paediatricians
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/send-reforms-%E2%80%93-implications-paediatricians
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/blowing-the-whistle-list-of-prescribed-people-and-bodies--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/blowing-the-whistle-list-of-prescribed-people-and-bodies--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/blowing-the-whistle-list-of-prescribed-people-and-bodies--2
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The Children’s Homes Quality Standards 

Partnerships 

The Children’s Homes Regulations 2015 set 

out standards (the Quality Standards) that 

must be met by children’s homes. The 

standards have been developed to clearly 

describe outcomes that children must be 

supported to achieve. Each aspirational, 

child-focused outcome statement is followed 

by a non-exhaustive set of underpinning, 

measurable requirements that homes must 

achieve in meeting each standard.  

 

Action for Children and The Who Cares? 

Trust have formed the Children’s Homes 

Quality Standards Partnership. The CHQS 

partnership works together with 

organisations and individuals across the 

Children's Home Sector to bring news, 

information and free support funded by the 

DfE to help homes implement the new 

regulations and the Quality Standards. 

 

The free support includes:  

 

1.  One day workshops across England in 

June and July. These are designed to 

provide guidance and information, enable 

Registered Managers to share and learn 

from other homes and obtain useful 

resources and tools. Workshops are taking 

place London, Manchester, Birmingham, 

Preston, Nottingham, Newcastle, Leeds 

and Somerset.  

2.  Newsletters. These will be circulated 

in May, July, November and March by 

post and email. A quality standard is 

covered in each edition 

alongside practice issues to consider with 

reviews of how particular homes are 

implementing it.  

3.  Practice papers.  These are being 

produced to provide guidance and practice 

related information on specific aspects of 

residential child care.  

 

4.  Training courses.   These are being 

developed for managers and staff to help 

them evidence the impact of their practice 

on children’s lives and demonstrate the 

effectiveness of the care they provide. 

5.  Networking and sharing of information.  

We want to encourage networking and 

sharing of information, tools and good 

practice resources between homes and 

organisations. 

6. Tailored support to homes that need 

specific support to implement the quality 

standards. This is predominantly aimed at 

small or specialist homes. 

 

For more information, to join our mailing list 

or request support in addition to those 

already listed, contact:  

chqspartnership@actionforchildren.org.uk 

or visit the website 

http://ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/childrens-

homes-quality-standards 

 

‘The Physical Signs of Child Sexual 

Abuse’ (18/05/15) 

Over 2,800 children in the UK were 

identified as needing protection from sexual 

abuse last year, and with the physical signs 

sometimes hard to distinguish, child 

protection experts have launched updated 

guidance for healthcare professionals to 

support examinations for child sexual abuse. 

 

‘The Purple Book,’ brings together the latest 

knowledge and evidence to aid clinical 

decision-making. 

http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-

sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-

%E2%80%98full-picture-

emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-

experts 

 

mailto:chqspartnership@actionforchildren.org.uk
http://ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/childrens-homes-quality-standards
http://ncb.org.uk/areas-of-activity/childrens-homes-quality-standards
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-%E2%80%98full-picture-emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-experts
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-%E2%80%98full-picture-emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-experts
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-%E2%80%98full-picture-emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-experts
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-%E2%80%98full-picture-emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-experts
http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news/updated-sexual-abuse-guidance-will-help-%E2%80%98full-picture-emerge%E2%80%99-say-child-protection-experts
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Inspection of secure training centres 

(12/05/15) 

This is a consultation document on Ofsted’s 

proposals for revisions to the framework for 

inspecting secure training centres. 

 

We are seeking the widest possible range of 

views to ensure that the revised framework 

takes into account the needs and 

circumstances of all those who have an 

interest or expertise in secure training 

centres. We are particularly keen to hear 

from people who have been directly involved 

with centres, including young people, parents 

and professionals. 

 

Closing date: 23
rd

 June 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/inspection-of-secure-training-centres 

 

Bipolar disorder, psychosis and 

schizophrenia in children and young 

people: quality standard consultation 

(29/05/15) 

The draft NICE quality standard for bipolar 

disorder, psychosis and schizophrenia in 

children and young people is now available 

for consultation.  

 

Closing date: 26
th

 June 2015 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopm

ent/gid-qsd102/consultation 

 

Challenging behaviour and learning 

disabilities: quality standard consultation 
(29/05/15) 

You can now comment on this draft quality 

standard. 

 

Closing date: 26
th

 June 2015 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopm

ent/gid-qsd101/consultation 

 

Draft non-statutory guidance for LAs on 

elective home education (08/05/15) 

Most parents choose to send their children to 

school, however some elect to educate their 

child within the home environment. The 

Minister for Education and Skills has 

decided to produce non statutory guidance 

which highlights good practice from local 

authorities and home educators. 

 

This draft guidance has been developed in 

consultation with LAs and the elective home-

educating community to provide an 

opportunity for them to work together to 

build consensus and trust. 

 

Closing date: 3
rd

 July 2015  

http://gov.wales/consultations/education/elec

tive-home-education/?lang=en 
 

Proposal for the registration of school 

learning support workers with the 

Education Workforce Council (1
st
 April 

2015) 

We are undertaking a consultation to seek 

the views on the registration of school 

learning support workers with the Education 

Workforce Council from April 2016, and the 

job titles/roles that may fall under the 

definition of a learning support worker. 

 

Closing date: 1
st
 July 2015 

http://gov.wales/consultations/education/pro

posal-for-the-registration-of-school-learning-

support-workers-with-the-ewc/?lang=en 

 

Consultations 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/inspection-of-secure-training-centres
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/inspection-of-secure-training-centres
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-qsd102/consultation
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-qsd102/consultation
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-qsd101/consultation
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/indevelopment/gid-qsd101/consultation
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/elective-home-education/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/elective-home-education/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/proposal-for-the-registration-of-school-learning-support-workers-with-the-ewc/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/proposal-for-the-registration-of-school-learning-support-workers-with-the-ewc/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/education/proposal-for-the-registration-of-school-learning-support-workers-with-the-ewc/?lang=en
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Together we achieve more 

8
th

 and 9
th

 June 2015       High Wycombe 

£234 - £390 

The conference will explore the challenges 

of inter-professional working and 

communication in both adults and children’s 

safeguarding practice. We will provide 

professionals with an opportunity to network, 

foster inter-professional discussion and 

increase understanding of professionals 

working together.  

 

The event will also include workshops led by 

representatives of Safeguarding Boards, 

Social Workers, the Police, Early Years and 

Nursing colleagues. 

http://bucks.ac.uk/Safeguarding_Conference/ 

 

How safe are our children? 

17th – 18th June 2015      London       £199 

This conference 2015 will provide child 

protection professionals with the opportunity 

to debate, question and share insights about 

the latest strategies, policies and programmes 

to prevent child abuse and protect children. 

 

It will also be the launch event for the How 

safe are our children? report 2015 - which 

assesses the effectiveness of the UK child 

protection system. 

 

This will be your chance to gain insight into 

the status of child protection in the UK today 

and examine the preventative solutions our 

society could benefit from introducing now. 

 

The conference will bring together newly 

elected politicians and experts for 

discussions that we hope will help shape the 

child protection sector of 2015 and beyond. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-

do/events/how-safe-conference-2015/ 

 

Transforming Children and Young 

People’s Mental Health Services 

25
th

 June 2015  London  

£245 - £575 + VAT 

This conference examines topics including: 

 Reviewing recommendations of ‘Future in 

Mind’ to initiate service transformation 

 Overcoming complex commissioning 

arrangements to deliver effective services 

 Shifting the focus of investment to early 

intervention to decrease costs 

 Managing the transition from child to adult 

services to prevent young people from 

falling into the gaps in the system 

 Innovative ways to deliver outreach 

services and ensure CAMHS is accessible 

to those most in need 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-

conferences/detail/article/transforming-

children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-

services-conference.html 

 

Inspecting Children’s Services 

29
th

 June 2015  London   

£245 - £575 + VAT 

This conference prepares you for Ofsted’s 

Single Inspection Framework. You will learn 

what to expect, how to implement an 

improvement plan post-inspection, and how 

to achieve outstanding results in the 3 key 

judgement areas.  

This conference examines the outcomes of 

CQC’s inspections into health services for 

children as well as the new inspection 

framework for Children’s Homes. There are 

also sessions on government Improvement 

Notices and preparing your LSCB for 

scrutiny.  

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-conferences/detail/article/inspecting-

childrens-services-conference-4.html 

 

Conferences 
 

http://bucks.ac.uk/Safeguarding_Conference/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/events/how-safe-conference-2015/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/events/how-safe-conference-2015/
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/inspecting-childrens-services-conference-4.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/inspecting-childrens-services-conference-4.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/inspecting-childrens-services-conference-4.html
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Tackling Honour Based Violence, Forced 

Marriage and FGM  

7
th

 July 2015  London   

£245 - £575 + VAT 

This conference comes as the government 

amends the Serious Crime Bill to introduce 

the mandatory duty to report all cases of 

FGM, and following the introduction of a 

new civil protection order that will protect 

those most at risk. 

 

This event brings together expert speakers 

from police, education, LAs, health and the 

voluntary sector to enhance partnership 

working and to examine how adopting a 

stronger multi-agency response can enable 

prevention, as well as early intervention and 

support for victims and those at risk. 

 

Key topics to be covered on the day include: 

 Examining effective implementation of 

Forced Marriage legislation and the 

positive outcomes it has created 

 Strengthening prosecution whilst ensuring 

the safety of victims 

 Promoting multi-agency working to ensure 

effective communication between agencies 

 Understanding how the new mandatory 

reporting of FGM will impact you 

 Attend this event to gain crucial knowledge 

and make sure that your organisation is 

fully equipped to deliver effective, holistic 

services that safeguard vulnerable 

individuals. 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-conferences/detail/article/tackling-

honour-based-violence-forced-marriage-and-

fgm-conference.html 

 

11th annual Child Protection in Education 

conference 

15th September 2015  London  

13th October 2015   Manchester 

£279 - £469 + VAT 

  

Attend this conference to ensure 

safeguarding processes and procedures in 

your school are compliant and fully aligned 

with the latest statutory guidance to avoid 

falling foul of the law. 

  

Issues to be covered include:   

 Keeping Children Safe in Education: 

Health check your school’s safeguarding 

policies with a thorough audit. Take away a 

vital legal update on this statutory guidance 

and how to ensure your organisation 

remains compliant  

 Disqualification by Association: Leave 

with a clear guide on what this means for 

your school and know the correct steps to 

take to remain compliant  

 CSE: Clarify your new duties to identify, 

report and prevent CSE, know how to spot 

the signs and what action you must take to 

ensure you robustly safeguarding 

vulnerable pupils 

 Plus, sessions on Radicalisation, FGM & 

Forced Marriage, Mental Health, multi-

agency working and much more.  

http://www.optimus-

education.com/conferences/CPLondon15 

http://www.optimus-

education.com/conferences/CPManchester15 

 

Conferences (continued) 
 

This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  
safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  

the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  
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