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Children's access to school nurses to 

improve wellbeing and protect them from 

harm (12/09/16) 

School nurses spend twice as much time on 

paperwork than on direct work with children 

in schools, research by the Children’s 

Commissioner for England has found. 

This could be reducing their ability to 

identify children at risk of neglect or abuse. 

There was also evidence that time pressures 

meant their role in supporting and promoting 

children’s health and wellbeing, their mental 

health, healthy relationships and sex 

education – was being compromised. 

 

A survey of nearly 800 primary and 

secondary school nurses revealed a 

concerning picture of paperwork eating into 

the time these important school staff had to 

spend with pupils – with some school nurses 

responsible for the health and well-being of 

1000s of children. 

 

School nurses were asked about child 

protection and children in need referrals they 

had made to Children’s Services, as well as 

any barriers they had faced. 

 

When they identified children of concern, 

four-in-ten school nurses said they were 

unhappy with the response they had from 

Children’s Services on at least half of the 

referrals they make. 

 

School nurses reported that increasingly 

high thresholds operated by local children’s 

services had meant making successful 

referrals about children had become more 

difficult. These thresholds also resulted in 

school nurses picking up early child 

protection work and developing support 

activities for rejected cases – work 

previously done by social workers 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/n

ews/vital-role-school-nurses-threatened-

paperwork-eats-time-

children?utm_source=The%20King%27s%2

0Fund%20newsletters&utm_medium=email

&utm_campaign=7514167_NEWSL_HMP%

202016-09-

13&dm_i=21A8,4H1YV,FLWR2R,GJXBO,
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Childhood obesity campaign (20/09/16) 

The DH’s response to Cancer Research UK’s 

childhood obesity campaign. 

 

On 18/08/16, the government 

published Childhood obesity: a plan for 

action to reduce levels of childhood obesity, 

improve the health and wellbeing of 

children, and contribute towards reducing 

future pressures on the NHS and society. The 

plan will help children and families to 

recognise and make healthier choices and be 

more active, supported by schools and NHS. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/childh

ood-obesity-campaign 

 

Childhood obesity: government response 
(09/09/16) 

This sets out the government’s response to 

the conclusions and recommendations in the 

Health Select Committee’s report, Childhood 

obesity – brave and bold action. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/childhood-obesity-government-response 
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Equality analysis: extension of childhood 

flu immunization (12/10/16) 

Equality analysis of the flu immunisation 

programme to all children aged 2 to less than 

17 years old. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/equality-analysis-extension-of-childhood-

flu-immunisation 

 

Infant formula and foods for medical 

purposes: notification (03/10/16) 

Guidance and notification forms for 

introducing medical foods and infant formula 

to the UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/infant-formula-and-foods-for-particular-

nutritional-uses-parnuts-notification-

requirements 

 

Measuring child development at age 2 to 

2.5 years (07/09/16) 

This factsheet explains how the ASQ-3 tool 

will be used to collect data to monitor child 

development across England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/measuring-child-development-at-age-2-to-

25-years 

 

More than 4m children to be offered flu 

vaccination (12/10/16) 

Public Health England and NHS England are 

launching a campaign to help children and 

the vulnerable stay well over the winter. 

 

The Stay Well This Winter campaign started 

with the biggest ever flu vaccination 

programme in England for children. 

 

This year the programme is being extended 

to those in school year 3, offering more than 

4m children protection against flu – around 

600,000 more than last year.  

 

As well as offering protection to these 

children aged 2 to 7 years, it will help reduce 

the spread of this infection to the most 

vulnerable in the community, particularly 

younger children, the elderly and those with 

long-term conditions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-

than-4-million-children-to-be-offered-flu-

vaccination 

 

Guidance: Childhood flu programme: 

information for healthcare practitioners 
(13/09/16) 

Updated to included more information on 

vaccine effectiveness and viral shedding.] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/childhood-flu-programme-qa-for-healthcare-

professionals 

 

Flu immunisation for early years settings 

including child minders (16/09/16) 

This guidance has been produced for the 

early years sector to assist staff and 

childminders and answers the most 

frequently asked questions regarding the 

nasal spray flu vaccination being offered to 

children in this age group. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/flu-immunisation-for-early-years-settings-

including-child-minders 

 

Easy read childhood nasal flu leaflet 
(19/09/16) 

This leaflet is aimed at children with learning 

difficulties who are offered the nasal flu 

vaccination. It provides easy to read advice 

on: 

 the flu virus and why you need the vaccine 

 signs and symptoms of flu 

 how the nasal flu spray is given 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/easy-read-childhood-nasal-flu-leaflet 
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Harmful sexual behaviour among children 

and young people (September 2016) 

This guideline covers children and young 

people who display harmful sexual 

behaviour, including those on remand or 

serving community or custodial sentences. It 

aims to ensure these problems don’t escalate 

and possibly lead to them being charged with 

a sexual offence. It also aims to ensure no-

one is unnecessarily referred to specialist 

services. 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng55 

 

Independent Inquiry into CSA (17/10/16) 

The Chair has set out her strategy to ensure 

the Inquiry meets its remit to recommend 

measures to better protect children in the 

future. She was clear, however, that the 

Inquiry would keep its commitment to look 

at past and present failings by institutions in 

England and Wales. 

 

Professor Jay also set out four thematic 

strands that will be the focus of our work and 

recommendations across all the institutions 

the Inquiry is examining.   This will ensure 

the big changes that will have the most 

impact on better protection for children. 

 

The four strands are: 

 Cultural: examining the attitudes, 

behaviours and values within institutions 

that prevent us from stopping CSA. 

 Structural: looking at the legislative, 

governance and organisational frameworks 

within and between institutions. 

 Financial: considering the financial, 

funding and resource arrangements for 

relevant institutions and services. 

 Professional and political: focusing on the 

leadership, professional and practice issues 

for those working or volunteering in 

relevant institutions. 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/statement-

chair 

 

Sexting in schools and colleges (09/09/16) 

The UKCCIS Education Group has produced 

advice for schools and colleges on 

responding to incidents of ‘sexting.’ The 

advice aims to support them in tackling the 

range of issues which these incidents present 

including responding to disclosures, handling 

devices and imagery, risk assessing 

situations and involving other agencies. The 

advice also contains information about 

preventative education, working with parents 

and reporting imagery to providers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/uk-

council-for-child-internet-safety-ukccis 

http://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/Alarming

_increase_in_sexting_leaving_children_vuln

erable/latest-

news.htm?ref=118303&pageno=1 

 

The Damage of Debt (22/09/16) 

This report finds that children in low-income 

families with multiple debts are at far higher 

risk of suffering from mental health 

problems than those in families who owe 

money to a single type of creditor. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-

and-blogs/press-releases/multiple-family-

debts-linked-to-higher-risk-of-mental-health-

problems 

 

The Cost of Being Care-Free (14/09/16) 

This report found that 4,000 benefit 

sanctions have been applied to care leavers 

in the last 2 years, making them at least 3 

times more likely to have their benefits 

stopped than the general population.  

 

In addition, over 4,000 young people who 

left care missed out on crucial financial 

education, as almost half of the LAs in 

England are failing to offer care leavers 

financial education and debt advice. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-

and-blogs/press-releases/large-numbers-of-

care-leavers-left-hungry-and-in-debt 
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New delivery plan to improve mental 

health and well-being in Wales (10/10/16)  

Together for Mental Health is a 10 year, X 

government strategy designed to improve the 

mental well-being of all residents in Wales. 

It covers all ages and contains actions to 

support people with severe and enduring 

mental illness. The strategy sets out 10 

priority areas for service improvement and is 

implemented through 3 year delivery plans 

for government and stakeholders.  

 

The delivery plan contains new objectives 

including: 

 Improved support for young people, 

particularly those at risk of adverse 

childhood experiences. 

 A new strategic action plan for dementia. 

 Action to address suicide and self-harm. 

 A range of actions to ensure services are 

provided in a safe, timely and effective way 

ensuring the dignity and respect of the 

person using the service. 

 Goals to ensure groups at a higher risk of 

mental health issues receive the care they 

need. Pregnancy and early parenthood are 

challenging times and the plan offers 

additional support to families.  

 Targets to help people with an eating 

disorder, people who have left the armed 

forces and people in the criminal justice 

system get the services they need at the 

right time.  

http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-

social-services/2016/mhdplan/?lang=en 

 

Universal child health programme 
(26/09/16) 

Healthy Child Wales, a programme that will 

ensure every child up to the age of 7 receives 

consistent and universal health services in 

Wales, was launched by the Minister for 

Social Services and Public Health today. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-

social-services/2016/926child/?lang=en 

 

Attachment difficulties in children and 

young people (October 2016) 

This quality standard covers the 

identification, assessment and treatment of 

attachment difficulties. It focusses on 

children and young people up to age 18: 

 on the edge of care (those considered to be 

at high risk of going into care) 

 looked after by LAs in foster homes 

(including kinship foster care) 

 in special guardianship 

 adopted from care 

 in residential units and other 

accommodation. 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs133 

 

Parents advised not to use unlicensed 

homeopathic teething products in infants 

and children (19/10/16) 

Parents of infants and young children should 

not use unlicensed homeopathic teething 

tablets or gels which are available to buy 

online due to the risk of side effects, the 

MHRA said today.   

 

This follows a US Food and Drug 

Administration investigation into 

homeopathic teething tablets and gels which 

could cause serious side effects e.g. seizures, 

difficulty breathing, lethargy, excessive 

sleepiness, muscle weakness, skin flushing, 

constipation, difficulty urinating, or 

agitation. 

 

These particular products are made and 

supplied in the USA and are not licensed for 

use in the UK and are not known to be 

available in UK outlets. However, the 

unlicensed products may be advertised on 

online shopping or pharmacy websites. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/parent

s-advised-not-to-use-unlicensed-

homeopathic-teething-products-in-infants-

and-children 
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Violence against Women and Girls 
(06/09/16) 

The CPS's annual VaWG report shows that 

rape, domestic abuse and sexual offences 

now account for 18.6% of their caseload. In 

2015/16, the CPS prosecuted 117,568 

defendants for all crimes grouped together as 

Violence against Women and Girls. 

 

Over 100,000 defendants were prosecuted 

for domestic abuse and over 75,000 

convicted - the highest volumes ever 

recorded and the highest ever conviction rate 

of 75.4% by March 2016. In December 2015, 

the new offence of controlling or coercive 

behaviour came into law, and our statistics 

show there were 5 prosecutions of this 

offence completed by end of March 2016. 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/vawg_report_2016/ 

 

'Widespread' sexual harassment and 

violence in schools must be tackled 
(13/09/16) 

Report by the Women and Equalities 

Committee exposes the shocking scale of 

sexual harassment and sexual violence that is 

not being tackled effectively in English 

schools. 

 

The report outlines evidence that: 

 29% of 16 - 18 year old girls say they have 

experienced unwanted sexual touching at 

school 

 71% of all 16 - 18 year old boys and girls 

say they hear terms such as "slut" or "slag" 

used towards girls at schools on a regular 

basis 

 59% of girls and young women aged 13-21 

said in 2014 that they had faced some form 

of sexual harassment at school or college in 

the past year 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committe

es/committees-a-z/commons-select/women-

and-equalities-committee/news-parliament-

2015/sexual-harassment-and-violence-in-

schools-report-published-16-17/ 

 

Fostering in England inquiry (07/10/16) 

The Education Committee launches an 

inquiry into fostering in England. This 

inquiry looks at a range of fostering issues 

including the recruitment and retention of 

foster carers and concerns over reductions in 

the number of available foster care places. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committe

es/committees-a-z/commons-

select/education-committee/news-

parliament-2015/fostering-launch-16-17/ 

 

Ongoing failure to tackle "national 

scandal" of FGM (15/09/16) 

The Home Affairs Committee says everyone 

involved in protecting children must be made 

aware of, and prevent, FGM, a form of child 

abuse when practiced on girls. The duty on 

frontline professionals to report incidences of 

FGM must be enforced with stronger 

sanctions. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committe

es/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-

affairs-committee/news-parliament-

2015/fgm-report-published-16-17/ 

 

Online safety (12/09/16) 

A NCA survey highlights that many parents 

do not feel confident talking to their children 

about online risks and are unsure where to go 

for help and support. 46% said that although 

they had discussed it with their children they 

hadn’t done so recently. 15% said they have 

never had this conversation at all. 

http://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/index.php

/news-media/nca-news/914-one-in-seven-

parents-have-not-spoken-to-their-children-

about-online-safety 
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Thousands more children to benefit from 

anti-bullying app (08/09/16) 

‘Tootoot’ is an online platform providing 24-

hour support to young people who are 

victims of bullying or online abuse. 

 

Cyber bullying gives bullies the cover of 

anonymity but the app counteracts this by 

allowing children to report bullying incidents 

anonymously themselves. 

 

They can screenshot abusive messages or 

even take photographs of bullies in action, 

then send them via the app. The reports will 

then be read by staff at the child’s school, but 

no one else. 

 

Today the DfE announced that tootoot and 9 

other innovative schemes to tackle bullying 

in schools are being backed with £4.4m of 

government investment. 

 

As a result, 120,000 students across 300 

schools will be able to use the programme to 

report incidents such as bullying, cyber 

bullying, or homophobic, transphobic and 

biphobic abuse.  

 

The scheme, run by Internet Matters, will 

also train 4,500 teachers and educate 60,000 

parents about how to protect their children 

from cyberbullying. An online hub will 

provide thousands of children, parents and 

carers with support around the clock, 

including in school holidays, with advice on 

tackling bullying and tips on how to block 

and report abuse on a range of online 

platforms. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousa

nds-more-children-to-benefit-from-anti-

bullying-app 

http://www.anti-

bullyingalliance.org.uk/latest-news/toottoot-

is-helping-schools-make-a-noise-about-

bullying!/ 

 

Serious burns to children (19/10/16) 

Research reveals that nearly 1 in 10 parents 

of under 5s admit their child has suffered a 

serious burn from hair straighteners or tongs.  

http://www.capt.org.uk/who-we-are/news/1-

10-parents-under-fives-admit-their-child-has-

suffered-serious-burn 

 

CPS new social media guidance and Hate 

Crime consultation (10/10/2016) 

New CPS guidance shows the range of 

offences for which social media users could 

face prosecution. The guidance will be used 

to inform decisions on whether criminal 

charges should be pursued and it has been 

updated to help prosecutors identify and 

prosecute hate crime on social media. 

 

CPS Public Policy Statements on Hate Crime 

will now be put to a public consultation. 

These will focus on crimes against disabled 

people, racial and religious and homophobic 

and transphobic hate crime. 

 

The new social media guidelines make clear 

that those who encourage others to 

participate in online harassment campaigns 

can face charges of encouraging an offence 

under the Serious Crime Act 2007. 

 

Examples of potentially criminal behaviour 

include making available personal 

information e.g. home address or bank 

details or creating a derogatory hashtag to 

encourage harassment of victims. 

The social media guidance also includes new 

sections on Violence against Women and 

Girls, Hate Crime and vulnerable victims. 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/news/latest_news/cps

_publishes_new_social_media_guidance_an

d_launches_hate_crime_consultation/ 

See consultations 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousands-more-children-to-benefit-from-anti-bullying-app
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DBS check delays at the Metropolitan 

police (11/10/16) 

The Met are resolving a number of issues to 

meet the backlog of applications for 

enhanced DBS checks. Some applications 

going to the Met are taking much longer than 

their 60 day service level target. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-

check-delays-at-the-metropolitan-police 

 

Home Secretary strengthens police 

response to modern slavery (18/10/16) 

The Home Secretary has reaffirmed the 

government’s commitment to stamp out 

modern slavery by today announcing £8.5m 

of funding to help law enforcement agencies 

to tackle this horrendous crime. 

 

The funding, granted until 2018/19 following 

a bid to the Police Transformation Fund, will 

improve the country’s enforcement response 

to modern slavery by providing high quality 

intelligence and analysis to assess the threat 

at a national and regional level, and an 

improved operational response throughout 

the investigative process. 

 

The national effort, led by Devon and 

Cornwall Police, will provide over 50 

additional analysts, specialists and 

investigators who will assist the police in 

England and Wales to transform the response 

to this complex crime. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-

secretary-strengthens-police-response-to-

modern-slavery 

 

Modern slavery: duty to notify (18/10/16) 

Factsheet and posters that explain what you 

need to do if you think someone has been a 

victim of modern slavery. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/modern-slavery-duty-to-notify 

 

Child protection: the police approach 
(18/10/16) 

Sir Michael Wilshaw has written to HMCI of 

Constabulary raising concerns about the 

contribution of police to safeguarding 

children.  

 

Ofsted’s Chief Inspector highlights evidence 

where police forces are not sharing 

information about domestic abuse cases in a 

timely way. He also draws attention to 

instances when the police did not respond 

quickly enough to the issue of children going 

missing from care. He looks forward to 

working closely with Sir Tom to continue to 

shine a spotlight on this vital issue. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/child-protection-the-police-approach 

 

Letter from Sir Thomas Winsor to Sir 

Michael Wilshaw (18/10/16) 

HMCI of Constabulary responded to a letter 

from HMCI of Education, Children’s 

Services and Skills, on the effectiveness of 

the police in protecting children. 

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/

news/news-feed/letter-from-sir-thomas-

winsor-to-sir-michael-wilshaw-ofsted/ 

 

Modern slavery victims: referral and 

assessment forms (12/09/16) 

Refer potential victims of modern 

slavery/human trafficking to the national 

referral mechanism. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-

assessment-forms 

 

Youth custody data (14/10/16) 

Monthly statistics on the population in 

custody of children and young people within 

the secure estate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/yo

uth-custody-data 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-check-delays-at-the-metropolitan-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dbs-check-delays-at-the-metropolitan-police
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-strengthens-police-response-to-modern-slavery
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-strengthens-police-response-to-modern-slavery
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-strengthens-police-response-to-modern-slavery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-duty-to-notify
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-duty-to-notify
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-protection-the-police-approach
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-protection-the-police-approach
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/letter-from-sir-thomas-winsor-to-sir-michael-wilshaw-ofsted/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/letter-from-sir-thomas-winsor-to-sir-michael-wilshaw-ofsted/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/letter-from-sir-thomas-winsor-to-sir-michael-wilshaw-ofsted/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/youth-custody-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/youth-custody-data
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Special educational needs survey 2018: 

guide (18/10/16) 

Guide for LAs completing returns for the 

2018 SEN survey, commonly known as 

SEN2. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/special-educational-needs-survey-2018-

guide 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/special-educational-needs-survey-2017-

guide 

 

Young people NEET: comparative data 

scorecard (14/10/16) 

Data about the proportion of young people 

not in education, employment or training in 

each LA in England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/young-people-neet-comparative-data-

scorecard 

 

Participation in education and training: 

LA figures (13/10/16) 

Databases showing the proportion of 16- and 

17-year-olds in education and training. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/participation-in-education-and-training-by-

local-authority 

 

Cloud software services: how schools 

should protect data (04/10/16) 

Data protection guidance for schools 

considering using cloud software services 

('the cloud') to hold sensitive information. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/cloud-software-services-and-the-data-

protection-act 

 

Children looked after in England 

including adoption: 2015 to 2016 
(29/09/16) 

Information on looked-after children at both 

national and LA levels. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/chi

ldren-looked-after-in-england-including-

adoption-2015-to-2016 

 

Special educational needs: analysis and 

summary of data sources (23/09/16) 

Analysis and links to data sources on 

children and young people with SEN in 

England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources 

 

Searching, screening and confiscation at 

school (23/09/16) 

Guidance explaining the powers schools 

have to screen and search pupils, and to 

confiscate items they find. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/searching-screening-and-confiscation 

 

Children and family social work 

workforce return (16/09/16) 

The form LAs must return for the annual 

data collection, and a guide to the 

information they need to submit. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/childrens-social-work-workforce-return-

form 

 

Mental health and wellbeing of looked-

after children: response (13/09/16) 

Government's response to the Education 

Committee's report on the mental health and 

wellbeing of looked-after children. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/mental-health-and-wellbeing-of-looked-

after-children-response 

 

Standards for school food in England 
(09/09/16) 

Guidance on the standards for planning and 

providing food in schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/standards-for-school-food-in-england 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2018-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2018-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2018-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2017-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2017-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/special-educational-needs-survey-2017-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-neet-comparative-data-scorecard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-neet-comparative-data-scorecard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-people-neet-comparative-data-scorecard
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/participation-in-education-and-training-by-local-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/participation-in-education-and-training-by-local-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/participation-in-education-and-training-by-local-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cloud-software-services-and-the-data-protection-act
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cloud-software-services-and-the-data-protection-act
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cloud-software-services-and-the-data-protection-act
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoption-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoption-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoption-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sen-analysis-and-summary-of-data-sources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childrens-social-work-workforce-return-form
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childrens-social-work-workforce-return-form
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-wellbeing-of-looked-after-children-response
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/standards-for-school-food-in-england
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Children missing education (05/09/16) 

Statutory guidance for LAs and advice for 

other groups on helping children who are 

missing education get back into it. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-missing-education 

 

Keeping children safe in education 
(05/09/16) 

This statutory guidance applies to all schools 

and sets out the legal duties you must follow 

to safeguard and promote the welfare of 

children and young people under the age of 

18 in schools and colleges. We have also 

published guidance on ‘Disqualification 

under the Childcare Act 2006’. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/keeping-children-safe-in-education--

2#history 

 

Memorandum of understanding between 

Ofsted and DfE: secure children's homes 
(12/10/16) 

This outlines working arrangements to 

ensure that children’s homes offer safe, good 

quality care to children. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/memorandum-of-understanding-between-

ofsted-and-dfe-secure-childrens-homes 

 

Childcare providers exempt from 

registering with Ofsted: form (12/10/16) 

Notification form for use in conjunction with 

guidance on who is not required to register. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/exemption-notification-form-for-childcare-

providers-that-operate-for-14-days-or-less-

in-a-12-month-period 

 

Ofsted Parents Panel (06/101/1) 

The panel lets parents of school-aged 

children give their views and shape how 

Ofsted works.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/ofsted-parents-panel 

 

Joint inspections of CSE and missing 

children: February to August 2016 
(29/09/16) 

Thematic inspection report for joint targeted 

area inspections of local area services and 

individual inspection reports for each area. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/joint-inspections-of-child-sexual-

exploitation-and-missing-children-february-

to-august-2016 

 

Inspecting schools: guidance for parents 

(28/09/16) 

A leaflet for parents and carers of children 

whose school is due for inspection. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/school-inspections-a-guide-for-parents 

 

Quarterly management information: 

Ofsted's children’s homes inspection 

outcomes 

(15/09/16) 

Management information published quarterly 

in the interests of transparency. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-

data-sets/quarterly-management-information-

ofsteds-childrens-homes-inspection-

outcomes 

 

Monthly management information: 

Ofsted's FE and skills inspections 

outcomes from December 2015 (12/09/16) 

Management information showing in-year 

and most recent inspection outcomes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-

data-sets/monthly-management-information-

ofsteds-further-education-and-skills-

inspections-outcomes-from-december-2015 

 

Local area SEND inspection outcome 

letters (08/09/16) 

Outcome letters from inspections of local 

area services. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/local-area-send-inspection-outcome-letters 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/memorandum-of-understanding-between-ofsted-and-dfe-secure-childrens-homes
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Non-association independent school 

inspection handbook (08/09/16) 

Guidance for inspecting non-association 

independent schools under the CIF. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/non-association-independent-school-

inspection-handbook-from-september-2015 

 

Additional inspections of independent 

schools (08/09/16) 

Guidance to help Ofsted inspectors in 

carrying out additional inspections of 

independent schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/conducting-additional-inspections-of-

independent-schools 

 

Inspections of unregistered schools: 

guidance for inspectors (06/09/16) 

This handbook sets out Ofsted’s policies and 

procedures for inspecting premises that 

appear to be operating as unregistered 

independent schools. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/inspections-under-section-97-of-the-

education-and-skills-act-2008-handbook-for-

inspectors 

 

‘Time to listen’− a joined up response to 

CSE and missing children (29/09/16) 

This report finds that CSE can be tackled 

best when all partners take responsibility for 

their roles, while working collaboratively, 

with strategic goals clearly identified, 

understood and agreed across agencies. 

 

The report finds that the police service needs 

to improve their response by making sure 

children talk to one person of sufficient skill 

and experience to know how to help. 

 

Senior staff in key agencies, in particular 

police and health, must maintain a grip on 

this matter, because it is not going away. 

 

Tackling CSE is not just an issue for LAs, 

and health and the police must ensure a 

sufficiently senior person leads this work. A 

key concern remains that not all frontline 

healthcare staff are able to identify the signs 

of sexual exploitation. 

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/

news/news-feed/take-the-time-to-listen-to-

vulnerable-children-say-inspectorates/ 

 

The impact of distance from home on 

children in custody (September 2016) 

Over the past decade, the number of children 

in young offender institutions and secure 

training centres has fallen by over two-thirds.  

 

There has been a similar reduction in the 

number of secure settings in which children 

can be detained. Inevitably, this has meant 

some children have been held further from 

home than might have been the case some 

years ago.  

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmip

risons/media/press-

releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-

way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-

inspector/ 

 

Accommodation of homeless 16- and 17-

year-old children working with youth 

offending teams (September 2016). 

This report reflects the findings of HM 

Inspectorate of Probation and Care and 

Social Services Inspectorate Wales. In 2009, 

the House of Lords gave a landmark 

judgment clarifying the responsibilities of 

children’s social care services for providing 

accommodation and support to homeless 16- 

and 17-year-olds. The judgment led to LAs 

and others reviewing their procedures and 

improved the prospects for those children.  

http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmip

robation/media/press-

releases/2016/09/youthaccommodationthema

tic/ 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-association-independent-school-inspection-handbook-from-september-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-association-independent-school-inspection-handbook-from-september-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-association-independent-school-inspection-handbook-from-september-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conducting-additional-inspections-of-independent-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conducting-additional-inspections-of-independent-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conducting-additional-inspections-of-independent-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspections-under-section-97-of-the-education-and-skills-act-2008-handbook-for-inspectors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspections-under-section-97-of-the-education-and-skills-act-2008-handbook-for-inspectors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspections-under-section-97-of-the-education-and-skills-act-2008-handbook-for-inspectors
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspections-under-section-97-of-the-education-and-skills-act-2008-handbook-for-inspectors
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/take-the-time-to-listen-to-vulnerable-children-say-inspectorates/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/take-the-time-to-listen-to-vulnerable-children-say-inspectorates/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmic/news/news-feed/take-the-time-to-listen-to-vulnerable-children-say-inspectorates/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-inspector/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-inspector/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-inspector/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-inspector/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/media/press-releases/2016/09/children-in-custody-a-long-way-from-home-get-fewer-visits-says-chief-inspector/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2016/09/youthaccommodationthematic/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2016/09/youthaccommodationthematic/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2016/09/youthaccommodationthematic/
http://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/media/press-releases/2016/09/youthaccommodationthematic/
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Open consultation - Schools that work for 

everyone (12/09/16) 

We’re consulting on proposals to create more 

good school places. The proposals include: 

 expecting independent schools to support 

existing state schools, open new state 

schools or offer funded places to children 

whose families can’t afford to pay fees 

 asking universities to commit to sponsoring 

or setting up new schools in exchange for 

the ability to charge higher fees 

 allowing existing selective schools to 

expand and new selective schools to open, 

while making sure they support non-

selective schools 

 allowing new faith free schools to select up 

to 100% of pupils based on their faith, 

while making sure they include pupils from 

different backgrounds 

 

Closing date: 12
th

 December 2016 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/schools-that-work-for-everyone 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-

frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone 

 

Open consultation - Providing a 'safe 

space' in healthcare safety investigations 
(17/10/16) 

The proposal outlined in this consultation 

will legally ensure that information that staff 

provide as part of a health service 

investigation will be kept confidential except 

where there is an immediate risk to patient 

safety, or where the High Court makes an 

order permitting disclosure. This broadly 

mirrors the procedures followed in air 

accidents investigations. 

 

The aim to create a balanced safe space and 

to make sure the proposal reassures staff that 

the information they provide will not be  

passed on; and also reassures patients and 

families that they will be given the full facts 

of their, or their loved ones’, care. 

 

Closing date: 16
th

 December 2016 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/providing-a-safe-space-in-healthcare-

safety-investigations 

 

Consultations on the CPS public policy 

statements on Crimes against Disabled 

People, offences involving hostility on the 

grounds of sexual orientation and gender 

identity and Racially and Religiously 

Aggravated Hate Crime (10/10/16) 

We are publishing revised public policy 

statements on offences involving hostility on 

the grounds of sexual orientation and gender 

identity and Racially and Religiously 

Aggravated Hate Crime. We are also 

publishing the first public policy statement 

on Crimes Against Disabled People.  

 

We are publishing these statements because 

we want victims and witnesses and their 

families and communities, as well as the 

general public, to be confident that we 

understand the serious nature of these 

crimes. The policy statements acknowledge 

the damaging and wide ranging effects of 

racially and religiously aggravated hate 

crimes, homophobic and transphobic hate 

crimes and crimes against disabled people on 

individuals and wider communities. 

 

There are three separate public policy 

statements and therefore three separate 

consultations. 

 

Closing date: 9th January 2017 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_cri

me_consultation_2016_index.html 

 

Consultations 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/providing-a-safe-space-in-healthcare-safety-investigations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/providing-a-safe-space-in-healthcare-safety-investigations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/providing-a-safe-space-in-healthcare-safety-investigations
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_consultation_2016_index.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_consultation_2016_index.html
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Transforming Children and Young 

People’s Mental Health Services 

11
th

 November 2016  London 

£250 - £575 + VAT 

With the DH allocating £1.25b in targeted 

funding to improve children’s mental health 

services by 2020, this conference brings 

together sector leaders to share best practice 

in achieving integrated, outcome-focused 

service transformation. 

 

The event equips you with insight to 

practically implement the principles set out 

in the ‘Future in Mind’ reportand promote 

greater innovation in service delivery. 

 

As organisations work towards 

implementing new local transformation 

plans, attend to learn about 

developing, commissioning and delivering 

integrated and localised mental health care 

services. 

 

Topics covered include: 

 Developing successful initiatives 

for promoting young people’s mental 

health and wellbeing 

 Creating an individual focused mental 

health service to improve access to 

services and reduce waiting times 

 Implementing supported early intervention 

strategies and support frameworks within 

schools 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-

conferences/detail/article/transforming-

children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-

services-conference-2.html 

 

Child protection reform - multi-agency 

arrangements and the future of the social 

work profession 

23
rd

 February 2017 London  £210 + VAT 

 

This seminar will bring together key 

stakeholders from across the education and 

health sectors, as well as policymakers in 

local government and elsewhere, to consider 

latest thinking on priorities for the 

safeguarding of children. It comes with the 

NAO report into the delivery of child 

protection services finding that efforts since 

2010 to improve child protection services 

have not yet translated into improved 

services. 

 

Delegates will also discuss the 

implementation of the key recommendations 

of the Wood Report in March 2016, which 

reviewed the role and functions of LSCBs 

and was recently accepted by Government, 

such as requiring each area to publish a plan 

detailing how multi-agency arrangements 

will be improved as well as the abolition of 

Serious Case Reviews and introduction of a 

national learning framework for inquiries. 

 

They will also consider next steps for 

preventing and investigating instances of 

CSA - and supporting the victims - in light of 

a series of reports on these issues due to be 

released by the Children’s Commissioner in 

2016 and as the government considers 

responses to its consultation into the possible 

introduction of mandatory reporting of child 

abuse and neglect. 

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/

forums/event.php?eid=1310 

 

Conferences 
 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-services-conference-2.html
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/event.php?eid=1310
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/event.php?eid=1310
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Promoting Therapeutic Child Care, 

Social Pedagogy and Trauma Informed 

Practice 

One Day Seminar on Developing Research 

for the Children's Residential Care Sector  

18
th

 November 2016  Oxfordshire £45 

 

Please join us for an unmissable seminar 

which the International Centre is co-hosting 

with Research in Practice. 

 

This is an essential course for residential 

practitioners, providers, researchers and 

academics, and the day will help participants 

to:  

 understand and articulate the importance of 

research use within the children’s 

residential sector 

 explore how others have supported 

practitioner-led research within residential 

settings 

 assess and analyse the barriers and 

enablers to evidence-informed practice, 

and develop ideas to apply in their own 

workplace 

 consider the importance of the voice of 

young people as a source of evidence, and 

explore the leadership role of the 

residential sector in this 

 develop plans, individually and 

collectively, to further the research agenda 

within the children’s residential sector 

http://www.thetcj.org/editorial/one-day-

seminar-international-centre-research-

practice 

 

Children Missing Education 

29th November 2016  Manchester  

£250 - £575 + VAT 

Changes to statutory duties are 

imminent, after the DfE’s consultation into 

more effective and efficient ways to improve 

communication and coordination between 

schools and LAs. 

 

Concerns have been raised by Ofsted 

surrounding ‘the failure of LAs to address 

the problem of children missing from 

education and to satisfy themselves that these 

children are not being exposed to harm, 

exploitation or the risk of falling under the 

influence of extremist views’. 

 

Atend this conference to explore early 

intervention and prevention strategies to 

reduce unsanctioned non-attendance and 

improve safeguarding practices. 

 

Key topics include: 

 Tracking and monitoring children missing 

education (CME) 

 Responding to the vulnerabilities of 

particular groups including those more 

vulnerable to sexual 

exploitation or radicalisation and children 

from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 

(GRT) communities 

 Assuring quality and responding to the 

growing trend of Elective Home Education 

(EHE) 

 Working with police and partners to share 

information and enhance safeguarding 

procedures  

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-conferences/detail/article/children-

missing-education-conference-5.html 

 

Conferences (continued) 
 

http://www.thetcj.org/editorial/one-day-seminar-international-centre-research-practice
http://www.thetcj.org/editorial/one-day-seminar-international-centre-research-practice
http://www.thetcj.org/editorial/one-day-seminar-international-centre-research-practice
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/children-missing-education-conference-5.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/children-missing-education-conference-5.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/children-missing-education-conference-5.html
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Tackling CSE – Prevention and Detection 

7th December 2016       London  

£249 - £549 + VAT 

CSE is a growing national priority and a very 

real threat to children's wellbeing. This 

national conference will bring you up to 

speed on the evolving nature of CSE, 

equipping you with vital insights and 

examples of effective practice to help you 

keep young people safe from harm. 

 

The conference will enable you to: 

 Hear latest developments in policy and 

practice in terms of identification, risk 

assessment and intervention 

 Understand fast-evolving online dangers 

 Respond appropriately and effectively to 

prevent online risks leading to harm 

 Promote young people's resilience, 

balancing the need for independence with 

protecting from harm 

 Educate children and young people about 

healthy relationships 

 Help boost families' resilience and disrupt 

perpetrators of CSE 

 Understand and respond to the particular 

risks that face boys 

 Support looked-after children and their 

carers through improved physical and 

relational safety, and peer protection 

 Hear from leading professionals in 

Rotherham about its fresh approach to 

transform support 

http://www.cse-conference.com/home 

 

Safeguarding Children 

24
th

 November 2016  Cardiff  

£250 - £575 + VAT 

This conference is timed to update you on 

the policies and requirements for improving 

the wellbeing of children who need care and 

support and to give you the opportunity to 

gain insight into strategies for progressing 

services to prevent neglect and harm. 

 

With the Social Services and Well-being 

(Wales) Act 2014 having come into force in 

April this year, this event gives you 

the opportunity to hear about the regulations 

and statutory guidance and to ensure that you 

are equipped with the knowledge of 

procedures and protocols for tackling 

neglect, child sexual abuse and keeping 

children safe online. 

 

Key topics include: 

 Learning how to improve services through 

multi-agency working and defining shared 

protocols 

 Analysing the importance of shared 

protocols and procedures 

 Understanding the different types and 

levels of neglect and best practice for 

responding to cases 

 Examining opportunities of intervention as 

part of improving the support for children 

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-

sector-

conferences/detail/article/safeguarding-

children-conference-2.html 

 

 

Conferences (continued) 
 

This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  
safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  

the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  

  

http://www.cse-conference.com/home
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/safeguarding-children-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/safeguarding-children-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/safeguarding-children-conference-2.html
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-conferences/detail/article/safeguarding-children-conference-2.html
mailto:keithdriver@btinternet.com

