
 1 

 

“If it’s not better, it’s not the end” − 

Inquiry into CSE in Gangs and Groups: 

One year on (17/02/15) 

There are still many victims and children at 

risk of becoming victims of CSE who have 

not been identified by authorities, according 

to this report by the OCC.  

 

The report finds that vastly different rates of 

CSE have been reported. In one cluster of 9 

LAs with comparable demographics and 

deprivation levels, the rates of known 

victims vary between 1 and 65 per 10,000 

children. Statutory agencies identified a total 

of 2,092 victims in 2013. However, only 

48% of LSCBs said that the agencies in their 

area had identified any victims at all. 

 

The report says that 92% of LSCBs have 

produced a strategy to address CSE and 79% 

of police forces have done a strategic 

analysis or problem profile of CSE victims 

and offenders. There has been improvement 

in compliance with statutory guidance on 

protecting children from CSE, with over half 

of LSCBs meeting 13 of the 15 key 

requirements in Working Together 2009.  

 

However, the evidence is that, too often, 

progress at a strategic level has not yet 

filtered down to frontline practice. Many 

strategies are also relatively new - delivery 

mechanisms may take some time to become 

embedded. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/c

ontent/press_release/content_566 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/c

ontent/publications/content_920 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/ 

 

Voice of the Child: children to be more 

clearly heard in decisions about their 

future (19/02/15) 

Children will have a greater say in family 

court cases, Justice Minister Simon Hughes 

announced as he addressed the Family 

Justice Young People’s Board. 

 

Children involved in any type of family case 

- whether to remove them into care or 

disputes about child arrangements following 

divorce or separation - will be able to have 

their views heard when decisions are made 

that will affect them.  

 

Speaking to the group of the 24 young 

people who promote the voices of children 

and young people in the family justice 

system, Simon Hughes set out changes to 

make it easier for children and young people 

to communicate their views in court 

proceedings. These options include meetings, 

letters or pictures or by way of a third person 

in addition to their Cafcass officer or social 

worker.  

 

Simon Hughes also announced the 

government’s support for out of court dispute 

resolution services, such as family 

mediation, to be more child inclusive.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/voice-

of-the-child-children-to-be-more-clearly-

heard-in-decisions-about-their-future 

 

Family mediation (17/02/15) 

Public information materials for the 

mediation sector and advice organisations 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/family-mediation 
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1in 7 seven children admit to bullying 

online (10/02/15) 

One in seven (15%) children has bullied 

others online, according to a survey 

published by Action for Children today. 

 

Nearly 60% of children responded that they 

bullied to fit in with a certain social group. 

The survey, which asked 2,000 8 to 17 year 

olds about their activity online, also revealed 

over 40% did so to prevent being targeted 

themselves. 

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/news/ar

chive/2015/february/one-in-seven-children-

admit-to-bullying-online 

 

Care applications in January 2015 
(February 2015) 

In January 2015, Cafcass received a total of 

887 care applications.  

  

April 2013 - March 2014 

Between April 2013 and March 2014 

Cafcass received a total of 10,618 

applications.  

 

This figure is 4% lower when compared to 

the same period in the previous financial 

year, when 11,110 applications were 

received. 

 

Demand peaked during a few months. For 

example, new applications received in the 

month of April and October 2013 were the 

highest ever recorded by Cafcass in those 

individual months. 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/februa

ry/january-2015-care-demand-statistics.aspx 

 

 

Cafcass private law demand (February 

2015) 

In January 2015, Cafcass received a total of 

2,843 new private law cases.  This is a 15% 

decrease on January 2014 levels. 

 

 

April 2013 – March 2014 

Between April 2013 and March 2014 

Cafcass received a total of 46,625 new 

private law cases. 

 

This figure shows an increase of 2% from the 

45,605 cases received in the previous 

financial year. 

 

New cases received during the first 6 months 

were 15% higher than the same period in the 

previous year and demand in April, May, 

June, July, August and September, was the 

highest ever recorded by Cafcass in those 

individual months. The rise in demand then 

slowed down during the latter part of the 

year, with demand for all months from 

October 2013 onwards lower than the same 

months in the previous financial year. 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2015/februa

ry/january-2015-private-law-demand-

statistics.aspx 

 

HSE Case 348 - Children not allowed to 

have balloons (24/02/15) 

Issue 

Enquirer was told that they could not give 

out air-filled balloons to children after a 

library book event due to unspecified health 

and safety reasons. Instead they had to burst 

them and throw them away. 

Panel opinion 

What a lot of hot air! There are no health and 

safety regulations which stand in the way of 

children having fun with balloons. 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/myth/myth-

busting/2015/case348-children-not-allowed-

to-have-balloons.htm 
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Investigations into abuse in children’s 

homes and schools (26/02/15) 

Statement regarding investigations relating to 

Jimmy Savile and a number of children’s 

homes and schools in England. 

 

On 27 March 2014 The Rt Hon Michael 

Gove MP informed the House about the 

transfer of information received by the DfE 

relating to Jimmy Savile and several 

children’s homes and schools in England, 

dating back to the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 

This information was passed to the 

appropriate organisations for further 

investigation. 

 

I can today inform the House that 

investigations have been completed by the 

relevant local authority, institution or legacy 

organisation and their individual reports are 

being published today.  

None of the investigations have been able to 

reach firm conclusions about whether the 

alleged abuse took place or not. Although 

many of them say the informant was 

credible, the lack of corroborating evidence 

has prevented them from reaching a 

definitive conclusion. The investigating 

organisations are publishing a report of their 

findings today and links to their individual 

websites where the reports can be found are 

included at the end of this statement. 

 

Lucy Scott-Moncrieff was appointed to 

provide independent oversight and quality 

assurance of the process and she has now 

produced a report covering a total of 14 

investigations. The report ‘Independent 

oversight of investigations into matters 

relating to Jimmy Savile at schools and 

children’s homes’ has been published today 

and is available on the GOV.UK website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/in

vestigations-into-abuse-in-childrens-homes-

and-schools 

 

The NHS Savile investigations (26/02/15) 

16 NHS investigation reports have been 

published, 15 into the activities of Jimmy 

Savile, and 1 in relation to Johnny Savile.  

 

Four of these investigations relate to 

allegations received by the Trusts prior to 

June 2014, including at Stoke Mandeville 

Hospital. The remaining 12 investigations 

relate to allegations made after that point and 

were overseen by the Savile Legacy Unit. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-

nhs-savile-investigations 

Oral statement on the NHS Jimmy Savile 

investigations 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/or

al-statement-on-the-nhs-jimmy-savile-

investigations 

Stoke Mandeville Jimmy Savile investigation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stoke-

mandeville-jimmy-savile-investigation 

NHS Jimmy Savile investigation: assurance 

reports 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/nhs-jimmy-savile-investigation-assurance-

report 

Jimmy Savile NHS investigations: lessons 

learned 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/jimmy-savile-nhs-investigations-lessons-

learned 

 

Information on use of hidden cameras in 

health and social care settings (12/02/15) 

The Care Quality Commission is today 

publishing information for families, carers 

and those who use health and adult social 

care services to help people make 

appropriate decisions on the use of hidden 

cameras, or any type of recording equipment, 

to monitor someone's care. 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/content/information-

published-use-hidden-cameras-health-and-

social-care-settings 
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Health and wellbeing website for young 

people (27/02/15) 

The 'Rise Above' website, launched today, 

offers help for young people on how to deal 

with personal and societal issues. 

 

Created by young people for young people, 

the ‘Rise Above’ website aims to build 

emotional resilience in individuals aged 11 to 

16 by equipping them with the skills and 

knowledge they need to make informed 

decisions, and help deal with the pressures of 

growing up. It also encourages conversations 

about the key health and wellbeing issues 

that affect teens and young people. 

 

‘Rise Above’ tackles topics that young 

people are most concerned about, such as 

puberty, relationships, alcohol, self-harm, 

smoking, contraceptive choices, drugs, body 

confidence, peer pressure and mental health.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/health

-and-wellbeing-website-for-young-people-

launched 

http://riseabove.org.uk/ 

 

Measles, mumps and rubella: laboratory 

confirmed cases in England 2014 
(27/02/15) 

Quarterly report and commentary on cases 

confirmed by PHE's Virus Reference 

Department or national routine laboratory 

testing (mumps only). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/measles-mumps-and-rubella-laboratory-

confirmed-cases-in-england-2014 

 

Children, Families and Maternity e-

bulletin (27/02/15) 

Newsletters providing guidance and advice 

on children, families and maternity. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-families-and-maternity-e-bulletin 

 

Smoking in cars carrying children to be 

banned in Wales (12/02/15) 

A ban on people smoking in cars carrying 

children will be introduced in Wales on 

October 1, 2015, Health and Social Services 

Minister, Mark Drakeford announced today. 

 

The decision to introduce a ban comes after 

Wales became the first country in the UK to 

tackle the issue of smoking in vehicles when 

children are present. The Minister said the 

ban, which is subject to the approval of 

Assembly Members, will protect children 

from the avoidable harms associated with 

exposure to tobacco smoke, which can lead 

to a range of chronic diseases. 

 

The changes will become part of the existing 

smoke-free laws. Regulations will be 

introduced before the National Assembly for 

Wales to: 

 Make it an offence to smoke in a private 

vehicle with someone under the age of 18 is 

present; 

 Make it an offence to fail to prevent 

smoking in a private vehicle when someone 

under the age of 18 is present. 

 

The regulations will be subject to a vote in 

the National Assembly this summer and, if 

approved by AMs, will come into force on 

October 1, 2015. This is in line with similar 

proposals in England. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialc

are/2015/150212smoking-in-cars/?lang=en 
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New measures to end FGM on 

International Day of Zero Tolerance 
(06/02/15) 

New measures to better protect women and 

girls at risk of FGM mutilation include:  

 £1.6m for the next stage of the FGM 

prevention programme that will improve 

the NHS response 

 a new national system to allow clinicians to 

note on a child’s health record that they are 

potentially at risk of FGM 

 new mandatory recording requirements for 

GPs and mental health trusts requiring them 

to record FGM incidence by October 2015. 

This follows a requirement already in place 

for NHS acute trusts 

 improved training for frontline health 

workers on how to communicate sensitively 

with patients about FGM, through new e-

learning sessions launched by Health 

Education England 

 £2m for a new national programme backed 

by Barnardo’s and the Local Government 

Association that will create a highly 

specialised team of skilled social workers 

with extensive experience of working with 

those at risk of FGM 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-

measures-to-end-fgm-on-international-day-

of-zero-tolerance 

 

Mandatory reporting of FGM (12/02/15) 

Crime Prevention Minister Lynne 

Featherstone today announced front line 

professionals will have a mandatory duty to 

report cases of FGM. 

 

The government has tabled amendments to 

the Serious Crime Bill to ensure the new 

duty is legislated for ahead of the dissolution 

of Parliament. The government will also 

include a measure to provide multi-agency 

statutory guidance for front line 

professionals. 

 

The move follows a public consultation 

which sought views from a wide range of 

professionals, community groups, survivors 

and law enforcement on how a mandatory 

reporting duty could work and who it should 

apply to. A summary of responses to the 

consultation has also been published today.  

 

The intention to introduce the measure was 

announced by the Prime Minister at the Girl 

Summit 2014, the first global summit to 

mobilise domestic and international efforts to 

end FGM within a generation 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/crime-

prevention-minister-announces-mandatory-

reporting-of-fgm 

 

Characteristics of children in need: 2013 

to 2014 (26/02/15) 

Information on children referred to and 

assessed by children's social services 

between 1 April 2013 and 31 March 2014. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/ch

aracteristics-of-children-in-need-2013-to-

2014 

 

Children in need census 2014 to 2015: 

COLLECT reports guide (06/02/15) 

A guide covering the reports that LAs can 

run for the children in need census using 

COLLECT. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-in-need-census-2014-to-2015-

collect-reports-guide 

 

Children in need census 2014 to 2015: 

guide (04/02/15) 

Guidance outlining the children in need 

census, who it applies to and how it is 

conducted, including information on child 

protection plans. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-in-need-census-2014-to-2015-guide 
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2014 Safeguarding London's Children 

Conference 

Full programme and presentations for the 

2014 London Safeguarding Children Board's 

annual conference on Monday 8 

December can be found at 

http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/diary/2014_saf

eguarding_londons_children_conference/  

 

London CSE Operating Protocol  

On 3rd February 2014 the Pan London CSE 

Protocol was launched.  

 

This protocol has been developed and piloted 

over the last 12 months. It sets out how 

agencies will identify and address CSE: 

providing a standard and consistent response 

across London. Three key signatures to this 

document are; the MPS, London Children's 

Safeguarding Board and the Chair of the 

Local Safeguarding Children's Boards.  

 

The full document can be found via this link 

http://content.met.police.uk/Article/Launch-

of-The-London-Child-Sexual-Exploitation-

Operating-

Protocol/1400022286691/1400022286691  

http://www.londonscb.gov.uk/ 

 

New law to strengthen the regulation and 

inspection of social care in Wales 
(24/02/15) 

Care home owners will become more 

accountable for their services under a new 

law to strengthen the protection of children 

and adults and improve the quality of care 

and support in Wales, the Welsh 

Government has announced. 

 

The Regulation and Inspection of Social 

Care (Wales) Bill, which is being introduced 

before the National Assembly for Wales by 

Health and Social Services Minister Mark 

Drakeford today, will put delivering success 

at the heart of a revised and streamlined legal 

framework for the regulation and inspection 

of care and support in Wales. It will also 

ensure no service escapes the regulatory 

regime. 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/healthandsocialc

are/2015/care/?lang=en 

 

Number of young people NEET falls 

across the board (26/02/15) 

Young people not in education, employment 

or training has fallen by almost 150,000 

since same period in 2010. 

 

The number of young people NEET in 

England is at its lowest level for more than 8 

years with figures for October to December 

showing falls across all age ranges, official 

figures reveal. 

 

The quarterly figures show those in the 16 to 

24 age group recorded as NEET dropped to 

its lowest level for the period since 2007, 

while the 16- to 18-year-old rate fell to the 

lowest since records began in 2000. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/numb

er-of-young-people-neet-falls-across-the-

board 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/ne

et-statistics-quarterly-brief-october-to-

december-2014 

 

DBS application forms: guide for 

applicants (17/02/15) 

Step by step guidance for applicants filling in 

the Disclosure and Barring Service 

(DBS) application form. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/dbs-application-forms-guide-for-applicants 

 

DBS referral guides (16/02/15) 

Guidance and information on making 

referrals to the DBS. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/dbs-referrals-factsheets 
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Short breaks damage young people’s 

futures (22/02/15) 

Even short breaks from school can reduce a 

pupil’s chances of succeeding at school by as 

much as a quarter, research reveals. 

 

The research, based on extensive pupil 

absence figures and both GCSE and primary 

school test results, highlights the importance 

of clamping down on pupil absence to ensure 

more pupils regularly attend school, and 

ultimately leave with the qualifications 

needed to succeed in modern Britain. 

 

It shows 44% of pupils with no absence in 

key stage 4 (normally aged 16) achieve the 

English Baccalaureate - the gold standard 

package of GCSE qualifications that includes 

English, maths, science, history or geography 

and a language - opening doors to their 

future. But this figure falls by a quarter to 

just 31.7% for pupils who miss just 14 days 

of lessons over the 2 years that pupils study 

for their GCSEs, which equates to around 1 

week per year, and to 16.4% for those who 

miss up to 28 days. 

 

The same pattern is also seen at primary 

school level, where pupils missing up to just 

14 days of school in key stage 2 (normally 

age 11) are a quarter less likely to achieve 

level 5 or above in reading, writing or maths 

tests than those with no absence. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/short-

breaks-damage-young-peoples-futures 

 

Extra funding to prepare for the early 

years pupil premium (13/02/15) 

New government funding will be given to 

councils to help them prepare for the 

introduction of the early years pupil 

premium, Childcare Minister Sam Gyimah 

announced yesterday (12 February 2015). 

The EYPP worth £50m in 2015 to 2016,   

will be given to early years providers who 

are delivering the funding entitlement for 3- 

and 4-year-olds. The funding equates to up to 

£300 extra per year for each disadvantaged 

child who meets the eligibility criteria.  

 

The DfE is giving councils an additional 

£1.5m to help them get ready. It means that 

each council with eligible children will 

receive £10,000 to support the introduction 

of the early years pupil premium - and they 

can choose how best to use the money. 

Councils may choose to upgrade their IT 

systems to smooth the transition or use the 

funding to communicate with their local 

providers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-

funding-to-prepare-for-the-early-years-pupil-

premium 

 

Nicky Morgan speaks at Early 

Intervention Foundation conference 
(12/02/15) 

The Education Secretary announces £8.5m 

for innovative new schemes to provide 

families with mental health support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ni

cky-morgan-speaks-at-early-intervention-

foundation-conference 

 

Early years pupil premium: model form 

and letter for parents (20/02/15) 

Model form and letter to help providers of 

early years education identify which children 

are eligible for the early years pupil 

premium. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/early-years-pupil-premium-model-

document-and-letter-for-parents 

 

Childcare information for parents 
(06/02/15) 

Report looking at information parents require 

when making decisions about childcare. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/childcare-information-for-parents 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/short-breaks-damage-young-peoples-futures
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/short-breaks-damage-young-peoples-futures
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-funding-to-prepare-for-the-early-years-pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-funding-to-prepare-for-the-early-years-pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-funding-to-prepare-for-the-early-years-pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-speaks-at-early-intervention-foundation-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-speaks-at-early-intervention-foundation-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nicky-morgan-speaks-at-early-intervention-foundation-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-pupil-premium-model-document-and-letter-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-pupil-premium-model-document-and-letter-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-pupil-premium-model-document-and-letter-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childcare-information-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childcare-information-for-parents


 8 

 

Absence and attainment at key stages 2 

and 4 (22/02/15) 

Attainment of pupils at the end of KS2 and 

KS4, for the academic year 2012 to 2013, by 

levels of absence. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/absence-and-attainment-at-key-stages-2-

and-4-2012-to-2013 

 

Wolf recommendations progress report 
(20/02/15) 

The ‘Wolf review of vocational education’, 

published in March 2011, considered how 

the DfE can improve vocational education 

for 14- to 19-year-olds. The government 

published its formal response to the Wolf 

review on 12 May 2011. These progress 

reports provide updates against each of 

Professor Wolf’s 27 recommendations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/wolf-recommendations-progress-report 

 

Attainment of children eligible for FSM 
(18/02/15) 

The proportion of children eligible for free 

school meals who do well in the EYFSP at 

age 5 and the phonics check at age 6. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/school-readiness-at-age-5 

 

Attainment gap between FSM pupils and 

the rest 917/02/15) 

Impact indicators showing the attainment 

gap between pupils receiving free school 

meals and their peers, at ages 11, 16 and 19. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/attainment-gap-between-fsm-pupils-and-the-

rest 

 

Children looked after return 2014 to 2015: 

validation rules (13/02/15) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/children-looked-after-return-2014-to-2015-

validation-rules 

 

Local authority interactive tool (LAIT) 
(10/02/15) 

A tool for comparing data about children and 

young people across all LAs in England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/local-authority-interactive-tool-lait 

 

School exclusion (10/02/15) 

The School Reform Minister Nick Gibb has 

removed the current statutory guidance on 

the exclusion of pupils from LA maintained 

schools, academies and PRUs to address 

some issues with process and we will be 

issuing updated guidance in due course. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/school-exclusion 

Transferring children from police custody 

to local authority care (09/02/15) 

Letter for the Home Secretary and Education 

Secretary to Directors of Children’s Services 

about meeting requirements under the Police 

and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) and the 

Children Act.  

 

This letter requests LAs to work with their 

police service to: 

 accommodate children charged with an 

offence and denied bail 

 avoid children being detained in police 

stations pending appearance at court 

 be prepared to extend this procedure to 17-

year-olds from October 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/transferring-children-from-police-custody-

to-local-authority-care 

 

Heath visitor and 0-5 commissioning 

transfer (19/02/15) 

Planning and commissioning of public health 

services for 0-5 year olds transfers from the 

NHS to LAs in October 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/transfer-of-0-5-childrens-public-health-

commissioning-to-local-authorities 
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New laws to help children's talents shine 
(06/02/15) 

Children will have more freedom to 

participate in public performances following 

new laws that come into effect today.  

 

The laws overhaul a system of outdated and 

confusing rules, and will nurture and support 

stars of the future while keeping them safe 

and rested. 

 

Until today, child performers were hampered 

by restrictive and complicated rules, such as 

a limit to how many performances they could 

take part in during a single day or when they 

can perform, meaning they could often miss 

out on exciting opportunities to show off 

their talents. For example, a young Cosette 

taking a starring turn in ‘Les Miserables’ 

would be able to perform in the show but 

would be denied the chance to take part in 

the accompanying photo shoot with the cast. 

 

The changes will keep important safeguards 

in place to ensure children are kept safe and 

fully rested. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-

laws-to-help-childrens-talents-shine 

 

Child performance and activities: 

licensing legislation (06/02/15) 

Departmental advice for those working with 

children in certain types of performance or 

activity in England. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/child-performance-and-activities-licensing-

legislation 

 

Suicide prevention: second annual report 
(19/02/15) 

This report sets out what local areas can do 

to prevent suicide and save lives. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/suicide-prevention-second-annual-report 

 

Passport leaflets to tackle child abduction 

and modern slavery (26/02/15) 

The Home Office partners with PACT 

(Parents and Abducted Children Together) to 

raise awareness of international parental 

child abductions. 

 

From March, all new British passports will 

be issued with an ‘important information’ 

leaflet that provides essential guidance on 

protecting your passport from the threat of 

traffickers and the vital steps to take if you 

believe a child is at risk of being abducted 

and taken overseas.  

 

The leaflets carry a clear warning that taking 

a child under the age of 16 out of the country 

without appropriate consent is a criminal 

offence. It also urges anyone who believes 

their children may be at risk of being taken 

out of the UK illegally to contact the police 

or the International Child Abduction and 

Contact Unit.  

 

The leaflet also provides information for 

anyone who is concerned they are a victim or 

may be at risk of slavery and human 

trafficking, detailing advice and contacts for 

organisations that can help them.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passp

ort-leaflets-to-tackle-child-abduction-and-

modern-slavery 

 

Children entering detention under 

Immigration Act powers (26/02/15) 

These figures are based on management 

information and are not subject to the 

detailed checks that apply to National 

Statistics. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-

data-sets/children-entering-detention-under-

immigration-act-powers 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passport-leaflets-to-tackle-child-abduction-and-modern-slavery
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Statutory inquiry into historical CSA 
(04/02/15) 

Home Secretary has announced that she 

plans to appoint Justice Lowell Goddard to 

lead the Independent Panel Inquiry. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-

secretary-announces-judge-to-lead-statutory-

inquiry-into-historical-child-sexual-abuse 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/independent-inquiry-into-child-sexual-

abuse-criteria-for-chair-and-panel 

 

No more 'early release' for child rapists 

and terrorists (12/02/15) 

Measures in the Criminal Justice and Courts 

Act will mean these serious criminals can 

only be released before the end of their 

prison term under strict conditions at the 

discretion of the independent Parole Board.  

Offenders will have to show they no longer 

pose a threat to the public. Under previous 

laws, these serious offenders would have 

been released at the half-way point of their 

sentence, regardless of whether or not they 

had taken steps to change their behaviour. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/no-

more-early-release-for-child-rapists-and-

terrorists 

 

Revenge Porn (03/02/15) 

Under new legislation which will cover 

England & Wales (Criminal Justice and 

Courts Bill), it will soon be easier to 

prosecute instances of ‘Revenge Porn’. 

Those found guilty of it, can be sentenced to 

up to 2 years in prison and a fine. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/revenge-porn 

 

Revenge Porn: be aware b4 you share 
(13/02/15) 

Promotional material 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/revenge-porn-be-aware-b4-you-share 

 

Process evaluation of the private law 

children cases expert evidence pilot 
(16/02/15) 

This report gives findings on the evaluation 

of the pilot to fund DNA, drug and alcohol 

tests in private law children cases. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/process-evaluation-of-the-private-law-

children-cases-expert-evidence-pilot 

 

Youth custody data (13/02/15) 

Monthly statistics on the population in 

custody of children and young people within 

the secure estate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/yo

uth-custody-data 

 

Multi-agency public protection 

arrangements (MAPPA) (20/02/15) 

Assess and manage the risks posed by sexual 

and violent offenders: statutory guidance for 

the police, prison service and probation 

trusts. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/multi-agency-public-protection-

arrangements-mappa--2 

 

Home Affairs - Thirteenth Report - Gangs 

and youth crime (27/02/15) 

The 'Ending Gang and Youth Violence' 

report (Nov 2011) concluded that a robust 

enforcement response needed to be matched 

by robust support to exit gang life and an 

intensive prevention strategy.  

 

This report examines the effectiveness of the 

Government's Ending Gang and Youth 

Violence strategy to date, with particular 

regard to enforcement, prevention and 

intervention. In addition, we make 

recommendations to strengthen protection 

for young people at risk of gang-related 

sexual violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm

201415/cmselect/cmhaff/199/19902.htm 
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Tough new inspections of children’s 

homes from 1 April (27/02/15) 

A new inspection framework to improve 

standards in children’s homes will take effect 

from 1 April2015 n, Ofsted has confirmed. 

The new framework will contribute to 

improving standards in children’s homes 

across the country. It puts the experiences of 

the most vulnerable children at the heart of 

how homes are regulated and assessed. 

 

The inspection framework will include:  

 a judgement grade of ‘requires 

improvement’ to replace ‘adequate’ where 

homes require improvement to reach ‘good’ 

 a judgement structure that takes into 

account the overall experiences and 

progress of children and young people in 

the home, with particular focus upon - 

 how well children and young people are 

helped and protected (key judgement) 

 the impact and effectiveness of leaders and 

managers 

 new evaluation criteria for the grades of 

‘outstanding’, ‘requires improvement’ and 

‘inadequate’ based upon ‘good’ as the 

benchmark  

 if a children’s home is not protecting 

children or promoting their welfare, it will 

automatically be graded ‘inadequate’ 

overall.  

 inspectors will take a risk-assessed 

approach to homes that have been judged 

inadequate, with the timing and nature of 

the next visit based on concerns raised, 

their severity, and impact on children and 

young people. This replaces the current 

policy to return for a full inspection within 

6 to 8 weeks.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tough-

new-inspections-of-childrens-homes-from-1-

april 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/inspecting-childrens-homes-framework 

 

Inspectorates committed to joint 

inspection (26/02/15) 

Short, sharp, targeted multi-agency 

inspections of the protection of children and 

young people are to be introduced this year, 

inspectorates Ofsted, the CQC, HMIs of 

Constabulary and Probation have announced. 

 

Today the inspectorates publish results of 

pilots and consultation on ‘integrated’ 

inspections announced last year. In the 

integrated model, inspectorates separately 

assessed the contribution of local agencies 

within the same area, at the same time.  

 

The pilots and consultation confirmed the 

clear benefits of inspectorates working 

together to see how children and young 

people are protected by the local agencies 

they come into contact with.  

 

However, the inspectorates believe they can 

have a greater impact if they focus their 

attention into a shorter, sharper joint targeted 

inspection looking specifically at how well 

agencies work together to protect children in 

a locality area and targeted on specific areas 

of concern, such as CSE. 

 

These joint, targeted inspections will enable 

inspectorates to set out clearly how 

partnership working in relation to a particular 

issue in a particular area improves the 

experiences and progress of children and 

young people.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inspec

torates-committed-to-joint-inspection 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted

-confirms-radical-reforms-to-education-

inspection 
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What do you think of your social care 

provider? (09/02/15) 

Online questionnaires for children’s homes, 

fostering services, adoption agencies and 

residential family centres are open until 4 

May 2015. 

We want to get as many views as possible 

about the effectiveness and quality of these 

services from children and young people, 

adults receiving support from adoption 

agencies, staff, parents, carers and 

professionals. This important feedback helps 

us prepare for inspections and informs our 

decisions about when to inspect. 

 

You will get a link to the questionnaire from 

your children’s home, fostering service, 

adoption agency or residential family centre. 

If you do not get this link, please get in touch 

with your service and ask if they can send it 

to you. 

 

If you do not feel able to ask the service for a 

link to the questionnaire, you can contact 

Ofsted on 0300 123 1231 or 

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk and we’ll make 

sure you have a chance to give us your 

views. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/what-

do-you-think-of-your-social-care-provider 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/social-care-online-questionnaires-2015-

guidance-for-providers 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/social-care-online-questionnaires-2015-

promotional-poster-for-providers 

 

 

Early years provision in schools: apply for 

disqualification waiver (24/02/15) 

Some people are disqualified from providing, 

being involved in the management of, or 

being employed in, early years provision in 

schools.  

 

Use this form to: 

 describe any circumstances that you believe 

may disqualify you and Ofsted will confirm 

whether or not you are disqualified 

 apply to Ofsted for consent to waive 

disqualification 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/early-years-provision-in-schools-apply-for-

disqualification-waiver 

 

Ofsted safeguarding policy (05/02/15) 

This policy, with the associated procedures, 

provides guidance for all staff who may 

come across concerns regarding the 

safeguarding and protection of children, 

young people and vulnerable adults within 

the context of their work for Ofsted. These 

include: 

 all members of Ofsted’s workforce, both 

inspectors and office-based staff 

 additional inspectors 

 other individuals, consultants and agencies 

contracted by Ofsted 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications

/ofsted-safeguarding-policy 

 

SI 2015/387 - The Education (Non-

Maintained Special Schools) (England) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2015 (27/02/15) 

These Regulations amend the Education 

(Non-Maintained Special Schools) (England) 

Regulations 2011.  

Regulation 3 inserts new definitions and 

amends existing definitions into the 

interpretation regulation of the principal 

Regulations, to reflect changes to primary 

legislation in the area of safeguarding.  

Regulation 4 amends the existing conditions 

of approval and continuing conditions of 

approval set out in the Schedule to the 

principal Regulations, to reflect the 

amendments to legislation governing 

safeguarding.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/387

/contents/made 
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SI 2015/375 - The Children and Families 

Act 2014 (Commencement No. 6) Order 

2015 (27/02/15) 

This is the 6
th

 Commencement Order under 

the Children and Families Act 2014 (c.6).  

Article 2 commences s70(1) to the extent 

that it is not already in force, ss70(2) to 75 

(detained persons), s96 (Young carers), s97 

(Parent carers), s105 (Disqualification from 

carrying on, or being employed in, a 

children’s home) and paragraphs 55 to 58 of 

Schedule 3(Special Educational Needs: 

Consequential Amendments) on 01/04/15.  

Article 3 commences ss 91 to 95 (Tobacco, 

nicotine products and smoking) on 01/10/15 

are not already in force.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/375

/contents/made 

 

SI 2015/359 - The Special Educational 

Needs and Disability (Amendment) 

Regulations 2015 (26/02/15) 

These Regulations amend the SEN and 

Disability Regulations 2014. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/359

/contents/made 

 

SI 2015/358 - The Special Educational 

Needs and Disability (First-tier Tribunal 

Recommendation Power) (Pilot) 

Regulations 2015 (26/02/15) 

These Regulations make provision for a pilot 

scheme to operate in the LAs listed in the 

Schedule. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/358

/contents/made 

 

SI 2015/357 - The Childcare (Supply and 

Disclosure of Information) (Amendment) 

(England) Regulations 2015 (26/02/15) 

These Regulations amend the Childcare 

(Supply and Disclosure of Information) 

(England) Regulations 2007. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/357

/contents/made 

 

SI 2015/317 - The Rehabilitation of 

Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 

1975 (Amendment) (England and Wales) 

Order 2015 (20/02/15) 

This Order amends S.I. 1975/1023. The 1975 

Order disapplies specified provisions of the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (c. 53) 

so as to permit questions to be asked about 

spent convictions and cautions (except where 

they are protected convictions and cautions 

as described in article 2A of the 1975 Order) 

in order to assess a person’s suitability for 

admission to certain occupations or to hold 

certain types of employment, licences or 

permits.  

 

It also permits spent convictions and 

cautions, or a failure to disclose them, to be a 

ground for excluding a person from those 

occupations or for making decisions in 

relation to those types of employment, 

licences and permits. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/317

/contents/made 

 

SI 2015/170 - The Education (School 

Inspection) (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2015 

These Regulations amend the Education 

(School Inspection) (England) Regulations 

2005 to prescribe the intervals at which 

schools which are judged to be “good” must 

be inspected. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/170

/contents/made 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/375/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/375/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/359/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/359/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/358/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/358/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/357/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/357/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/317/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/317/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/170/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/170/contents/made
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Open consultation - Funding for 0 - 5 

children’s services: 2016 to 2017 
(26/02/15) 

The Independent Advisory Committee on 

Resource Allocaton is seeing views on 

funding for 0 - 5 children’s services that will 

form part of LA public health spending. 

There will be a single grant to LAs, funding 

0-5 children’s services and public health 

functions which LAs became responsible for 

commissioning from April 2013. 

 

Closing date: 27
th

 March 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/funding-for-0-to-5-childrens-services-

2016-to-2017 

 

Modern slavery and supply chains 
(12/02/15) 

A provision was introduced to the Modern 

Slavery Bill in 2014 to require businesses 

over a certain turnover to publish an annual 

slavery and human trafficking statement. 

They must describe the steps taken to ensure 

that slavery and human trafficking is not 

taking place in any of their supply chains or 

their own business, or they must disclose that 

they have taken no such steps. 

 

The Bill also provides for the Home 

Secretary to produce statutory guidance to 

help businesses comply with this 

requirement.  

 

We are seeking views on what level of 

turnover a business should be required to 

have for this provision to apply, and on what  

our statutory guidance should cover. 

Closing date: 7
th

May 2015 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/modern-slavery-and-supply-chains 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gover

nment-action-to-tackle-slavery-in-supply-

chains 

 

Children's homes framework (27/02/15) 

Report on outcomes of the consultation about 

the inspection of children’s homes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/childrens-homes-framework 

 

Integrated inspections of services for 

children in need of help and protection, 

children looked after & care leavers & 

joint inspection of the LSCB (26/02/15) 

This report summarises the response to joint 

proposals for integrated inspections of 

services for children in need of help and 

protection, children looked after and care 

leavers and joint inspections of LSCBs. 

 

It also outlines the main learning points 

arising from the pilot inspections undertaken 

to test these proposals and the next steps the 

inspectorates plan to take. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-

children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-

children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-

inspection-of-the-local-s 

 

Early years providers, places and 

inspection outcomes statistics (23/02/15) 

This is a report on the outcomes of the 

consultation on proposals for the publication 

of statistics on early years providers and 

places and inspection outcomes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/early-years-providers-places-and-

inspection-outcomes-statistics 

 

Better inspection for all (03/02/15) 

This report summarises responses to Ofsted’s 

‘Better inspection for all’ consultation, which 

ran from 09/10/14 – 05/12/14.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultation

s/better-inspection-for-all 

Consultations 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/funding-for-0-to-5-childrens-services-2016-to-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/funding-for-0-to-5-childrens-services-2016-to-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/funding-for-0-to-5-childrens-services-2016-to-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modern-slavery-and-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modern-slavery-and-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-action-to-tackle-slavery-in-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-action-to-tackle-slavery-in-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-action-to-tackle-slavery-in-supply-chains
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/childrens-homes-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/childrens-homes-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-inspection-of-the-local-s
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-inspection-of-the-local-s
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-inspection-of-the-local-s
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-inspection-of-the-local-s
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-inspections-of-services-for-children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-children-looked-after-care-leavers-joint-inspection-of-the-local-s
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-providers-places-and-inspection-outcomes-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-providers-places-and-inspection-outcomes-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-providers-places-and-inspection-outcomes-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/better-inspection-for-all
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/better-inspection-for-all
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Changes to Safeguarding Guidance in 

2015- Working Together and keeping 

Children Safe 

1
st
 July 2015 Sheffield £50 - £180 

 

This conference will explore recent changes 

to government guidance regarding 

'allegations against people who work with 

children', 'notifiable incidents', and 'the 

definition of serious harm for the purpose of 

serious case reviews' as outlined in the 

revisions to 'Working Together to Safeguard 

Children', and 'Keeping Children Safe in 

Education' 2015. Delegates will be made 

aware of the revisions to both related sets of 

updated guidance this year, and how these 

will impact on practice in local 

implementation. 

 

This conference is organised jointly by 

BASPCAN and the Association of 

Independent LSCB Chairs. It will provide a 

good update on government guidance for 

LSCB Chairs and Board Managers, as well 

as practitioners, managers and trainers in all 

agencies. Keynote speakers are from 

education, health, criminal justice and social 

care. The venue offers free car parking, is 

centrally located and reduced rate rooms can 

be booked at the hotel.  

http://www.baspcan.org.uk/booking.php 

http://www.baspcan.org.uk/events-

national.php 

 

Working Together to Protect Children: 

Preparing for the Joint Inspection of 

Multi-Agency Arrangements 

21st April2015     London   £225 + VAT 

From April a new integrated approach to 

child protection inspections will see Ofsted, 

CQC, HMIC, HMI Probation and HMI 

Prisons work together to carry out a joint 

inspection of multi-agency arrangements. 

This approach aims to form a comprehensive 

picture of how these and other services work 

together to protect children from harm, as 

recommended in the Munro Review of CPn. 

 

Key issues to be addressed include:  

 Preparing your setting for an integrated 

inspection  

 Understanding the criteria for judgement 

under each inspectorate  

 Demonstrating the effectiveness of multi-

agency arrangements  

 Understanding reporting and shared 

judgement – implications on individual 

agencies  

 Transition from the single inspection 

framework  

 Promoting effective information sharing 

between agencies  

 Using feedback to inform planning and 

drive improvement  

 Learning from best practice: case studies of 

effective partnership working  

 Lessons from the pilot inspection 

programme  

 Meeting needs of all children and families 

http://www.westminster-

briefing.com/home/event-

detail/newsarticle/working-together-to-

protect-children-preparing-for-the-joint-

inspection-of-multi-agency-arrangement/ 

 

Conferences 
 

This newsletter collates information from various sources that is relevant to  
safeguarding children. Anyone working in this area who would like to be added to  

the circulation list can forward their details to – keithdriver@btinternet.com  
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http://www.westminster-briefing.com/home/event-detail/newsarticle/working-together-to-protect-children-preparing-for-the-joint-inspection-of-multi-agency-arrangement/
mailto:keithdriver@btinternet.com

