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Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board 
 

Key Messages – Monday 17th September 2012 
 
Child Death Overview Panel (CDOP) Annual Report, 2011-12 
The Board was presented with the CDOP Annual Report by the Chair of the 
Pan-Lancashire (Blackburn with Darwen, Blackpool and Lancashire) CDOP. 
The report outlines the findings from reviews undertaken of all child deaths in 
the 2011-12 period and the four year period (2008-12) since the CDOP was 
established. The reviews of child deaths establish a number of factors: the 
category and cause of death; if the death was expected or unexpected; and if 
the death had modifiable factors than can inform future service provision and 
public health messages. The full report will now be subject to final editing 
following comments from all three Pan-Lancashire LSCBs and will be 
published on the respective LSCB websites in the next few weeks. Blackburn 
with Darwen LSCB’s website is accessible at www.lscb.org.uk 
 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) and Health Sector Reforms 
The Board received a briefing paper from the Designated Nurse for Child 
Protection (NHS BwD) regarding the national guidance outlining how local 
CCGs and Commissioning Boards (CBs) will undertake safeguarding and 
child protection work from April 2013. The briefing paper also outlined the 
benefits and risks associated with how child health services will be 
commissioned in the new NHS arrangements. 
 
The briefing paper outlined what assurances local CCGs will have to provide 
in terms of their safeguarding arrangements in order to be authorised by the 
national NHS Commissioning Board. LSCBs and Adult Safeguarding Boards 
will be key stakeholders during the CCG authorisation process to ensure 
structures, systems and processes prioritise safeguarding and meet local 
needs, including how the CCG will align with existing partnership 
arrangements. 
 
Impact of Cuts Report 
The Director of Public Health reported to the Board the findings from analysis 
undertaken on the impact the public sector cuts made last year had on 
services for safeguarding. The report makes recommendations focusing on 
how partners can improve the process for any future decommissioning and 
cuts in spending. The recommendations also stress the importance of 
investment in early intervention and early help services to try to ensure that 
the costs of reactive and protective services reduce in the medium and long 
term. 
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The working group established to produce this report will meet again to 
develop the recommendations into an action plan, including summarising 
what actions have already been taken. 
 
Ofsted Inspections 
Ofsted are currently undertaking a consultation on the proposed inspection 
process from 2013 of services for looked after children and safeguarding. All 
partners are requested to feedback directly to Ofsted or through the LSCB.  
 
The proposed looked after children inspection process can be accessed at: 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/consultations/arrangements-for-inspection-of-
services-for-children-looked-after-and-care-leavers 
 
The proposed multi-agency safeguarding services inspection process can be 
accessed at: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/consultations/proposals-for-joint-
inspection-of-multi-agency-arrangements-for-protection-of-children 
 
Documents discussed and/or agreed by the Board include: 

• CDOP Annual Report, 2011-12 

• LSCB Annual Report, 2011-12 

• BwD LSCB Board and Committee Restructure 

• Greater Manchester West drug and alcohol service routine notification 
and information sharing process 

• Multi-agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) and LSCB 
protocol on communication and cooperation 

• Progress updates on tasks and activities by the Board’s Performance 
Monitoring Committee, Education and Learning Committee and the 
Learning and Development Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


