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Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board 
 

Key Messages – Tuesday 18th March 2014 
 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
The Board received an update from Lancashire Constabulary following the 
Pan-Lancashire LSCB’s CSE workshop which considered the 
recommendations from the Office of the Children’s Commissioner (OCC) 
report “If Someone had listened”.   The workshop participants undertook a 
gap analysis against the national CSE guidance and the recommendations 
from the OCC reports identifying a number of areas to prioritise in local 
business plans. The Engage Team and the LSCB will include the areas 
identified, in their 2014-15 plans. 
 
The Engage Team presented to the Board a summary of their performance 
data and discussed with the Board their key challenges.  
 
Domestic Abuse 
The Community Safety Team provided an update to the Board on the 
performance and outcomes of key services that are available in the Borough 
for victims and perpetrators of domestic abuse. In line with the Borough’s 
Early Help strategy, the services for victims and perpetrators continues to 
focus on providing help early before violence escalates and before victims 
suffer serious harm.  
 
Services provided in the Pan-Lancashire area have been recently inspected 
by the Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies (HMIC) and the range of 
services provided in Blackburn with Darwen were graded as one of the best 
seen by inspectors.  
 
Transforming Lives 
The Board received a first update from the Transforming Lives Steering Group 
on the work so far on this new Borough-wide multi-agency initiative.  
 
Transforming Lives aims to develop an operational model, through 
neighbourhood-level multi-agency working, working with families and 
individuals at the earliest opportunity to ensure problems are tackled before 
they present risk factors in their lives. The model will support the Borough’s 
Early Help strategy. 
 
LSCB Business Planning, 2014-15 
The Board reviewed the progress made with the priority actions in the LSCB 
Business Plan 2013-14 and the self-assessment findings against the Ofsted 
inspection framework to identify priorities for the next business year. 
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Seven key areas were identified through the review and these areas will be 
discussed in greater depth at the LSCB’s Annual Development Day on the 1st 
of May, 2014. The seven areas are: 

 Measuring outcomes – what difference has the Board made? 

 Effectiveness and impact of the LSCB Chair holding agencies to 
account 

 Ensuring all agencies participate in the LSCB’s activities, including 
quality assurance, audit and self-assessment activity  

 The LSCB’s involvement in partnerships across the Borough, sub-
regionally and regionally – through this involvement, is the LSCB active 
and influential in local priority setting? 

 How involved are children and parents in influencing local priority 
setting, including the LSCB’s priorities? 

 Is the LSCB’s annual report a ‘rigorous and transparent’ assessment of 
local safeguarding performance and the effectiveness of services? 

 How does quality assurance and performance monitoring activity 
improve safeguarding practice and the safety of children? 

 
The Annual Development Day will be facilitated by Sue Woolmore (Chair of 
the National Association of Independent LSCB Chairs). 
 
 
Safeguarding Themes:  
 
Looked After Children & Care Leavers 
The Board received a presentation from the Local Authority’s Looked After 
Children team on the profiles and characteristics of the local looked after and 
care leaver children.  
 
The Board discussed the challenges and pressures on the services for this 
vulnerable group of children, including the recent strengthening in statutory 
standards. Improving long-term outcomes in education, training, employment, 
housing, health and protection from involvement in criminality remain key 
priorities for this group. 
 
E-Safety 
The Board was presented with an overview of the work of the Safeguarding in 
Education Committee on e-safety. The overview outlined the current 
technologies and social media sites that can impact on the safety of children 
and reported on the advice, guidance and training available for school staff, 
practitioners working with children, parents and children on how to keep 
children safe when using the internet and other technologies. 
 
In addition to the guidance produced by the committee, the Board was 
updated on the development by children of a revised Children’s E-Safety 
Charter. 
 
 


