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Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board 
 

Key Messages – Monday 19th November 2012 
 
National Guidance for Local Channel Partnerships  
The Lancashire Constabulary Channel Co-ordinator presented to the Board 
new national guidance for Channel. Channel partnerships have already been 
set up in Lancashire and bring together different statutory and voluntary 
sector partners to work together to identify and reduce any risks that 
individuals, children or adults may be exhibiting in relation to extremism.  
 
The guidance provides advice to local partnerships on how to deliver Channel 
projects, explain and describe the risk indicators related to extremism and 
provides advice on effective safeguarding actions that Channel partnerships 
can co-ordinate.  
 
The Board will review procedures and training provision in light of the new 
guidance. 
 
 
Engaging Men in Child Protection 
The Board was updated on Blackburn with Darwen’s involvement in a national 
pilot that is seeking to improve practice, policy and training for front-line 
workers so that they can better engage with fathers and male carers when 
working with families. The Board was informed of the action plan produced to 
improve strategies, policies and practice following Blackburn with Darwen’s 
involvement in the pilot.  
 
The Father’s Institute have produced an e-learning training module that can 
be accessed at: http://www.lscb.org.uk/e-learning2.  All agencies were 
requested to ensure all frontline workers access and benefit from the training. 
 
 
Pressures and Priorities in Safeguarding 
The Board discussed the most recent annual report from the Association of 
Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) on pressures on safeguarding 
services. The report outlines that whilst the rate of increase in demand has 
slowed compared to recent years, the pressure on services continues to 
increase. It is expected with further budgetary pressures and changes in 
welfare benefits that demand will continue to increase in the next few years. 
The paper outlines that though some Children’s Services have managed to 
protect safeguarding budgets, it has generally been the case that early 
intervention services have been adversely affected.  
 



 

 2 

The LSCB Chair will consider how best to communicate the Board’s view 
which is to urge for budgets across Children’s Services to be protected. 
 
 
LSCB Restructure 
The Board discussed and approved the revised LSCB Independent Chair job 
description and contract. The post will be advertised following the resignation 
of the current Chair who will leave the post in March 2013 after seven years in 
the role. 
 
The Board also discussed and agreed the scope and membership of all the 
committees that will undertake the business of the LSCB from January 2013.  
 
 
Police & Crime Commissioner 
The Board discussed the recent elections for Police and Crime Commissioner 
and the priorities on safeguarding that LSCBs would like the Commissioner’s 
to have regard to. The Board agreed that LSCBs across Lancashire will work 
together to influence the new Commissioner on safeguarding priorities. 
 
 
Documents discussed and/or agreed by the Board include: 

• LSCB Annual Report, 2011-12 

• BwD LSCB Board and Committee Restructure 

• LSCB Chair Revised Job Description and Contract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


