
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board 
 

Key Messages – Monday 16 January 2012  
 
 

Overnight Detention of Children in Police Cells 
 
The Board discussed a report published by the Howard League for Penal 
Reform regarding the detention of children in police cells. The key points 
highlighted in the report include: 
 

• The high number of children detained overnight in police cells 

• 17 year olds are treated as adults in police custody 

• Police training on overnight detention of children is limited 

• Policies relating to children in custody are inadequate 

• Those whose bail is refused are detained overnight in police 
cells 

 
The Board agreed for further work to be undertaken and data extracted on a 
local footprint. This will be presented to the Board at a future meeting. 
 
Mental Health Transitions Protocol 
 
The Board discussed the procedure for the referral and transition of young 
people with mental health problems into Lancashire adult mental health 
services.  The key objectives are: 
 

• To ensure referral of young people into Adult Mental Health 
Services is uncomplicated 

• To ensure the transition between CAMHS/Children’s 
Psychological Services and Adult Mental Health Services are 
well planned and effective 

• To ensure that young people’s needs are central to any transfer 
 
The Board noted the updated protocol. 
 
Children’s Centre Inspections 
 
The Board received a presentation regarding Blackburn with Darwen Children 
Centres and information in relation to Ofsted Inspections.  
 



The report included an update of the services offered in the Blackburn with 
Darwen Children’s Centres which include: 
 

• Childcare 

• Family support services 

• Access to health services 

• Information, advice and guidance 

• A range of universal and targeted groups for children and their families 
both in centres and in the wider community 

 
It was noted that through strong partnerships, community level delivery and 
an ever improving understanding of the communities they serve, the centres 
strive to identify and engage with the most vulnerable families at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 
 
Inspections have taken place in all but five of the Children Centres and 
inspectors have indicated that the borough’s network approach is ‘ahead of 
the game’ and nationally is now the recommended direction of travel for other 
Local Authorities. The centres that have been inspected have all received 
‘good’ with ‘outstanding’ features.  Safeguarding arrangements have 
consistently been praised 
 
The Board noted the success and positive judgements received across the 
children’s centre network. 
 
Peer Review Findings 
 
The Board received feedback from the recent Children’s Services 
Safeguarding Peer Challenge.  The key strengths were identified as follows: 
 

• Continued high quality services for vulnerable children and 
young people during a time of significant change 

• High ambition to provide the best outcomes for children and 
young people 

• A range of good performance indicators 

• Good partnership working at strategic level 

• Good Looked After Children outcomes 

• Desire to apply learning throughout the authority 

• Evidence of service user engagement 

• Excellent early years provision 

• Some good engagement with diverse communities 

• Exploitation of the advantages of the size of the authority and 
sense of place 

 
The Board also received information in relation to the main areas for 
improvement. 
 
This will continue to be a focus at future Board meetings.  
 



Full Announced Safeguarding and LAC Inspection 
 
The Board discussed the forthcoming Safeguarding and Looked After 
Children (LAC) Inspection scheduled to take place from the 23 January 2012 
for a two week period.  Agencies were asked, where necessary, to prioritise 
attendance at interviews and focus groups. 
 
Changes to Ofsted Evaluation of SCRs 
 
The Board noted a letter received from Ofsted regarding transitional 
arrangements for the evaluation of serious case reviews.  Ofsted will cease 
making a graded judgement or set of judgements on serious case reviews 
and will set out the findings in a letter with the focus on how agencies have 
learned lessons. 
 
Core Group Standards 
 
The Board received the Core Group Practice Standards and was asked to 
make final comments by 23 January 2012. The document is a multi-agency 
guide to the Core Group and includes the purpose of the Core Group and 
agency roles and responsibilities. It will be launched to staff in the near future. 
 
Documents discussed and noted by the Board include: 
 

• The Overnight Detention of Children in Police Cells 

• Mental Health Transitions Protocol 

• Peer Review Findings 

• Changes to Ofsted Evaluation of SCRs 

• Core Group Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


