
1. Background 
Private Fostering is: 

an arrangement when a child or young person under the age of 16 
(or 18 if the child has a  disability), is cared for, and lives with, an 
adult who is not a close relative for 28 days or more  

The Children Act 1989 defines a close relative as a grandparent, step 
parent (married), brother, sister, uncle or aunt. 

Private fostering is an agreement between the child's parents and the 
private foster carer. Private fostering is different from Local Authority 
fostering arrangements where the Local Authority is involved and they 
place a child or young person with an approved foster carer. 

2. Why it matters 
There are many reasons why a parent or a close relative may not be 
able to care for their child. Parents may decide that it is best to ask a 
friend, or someone else who is not a close relative,  to take care of 
their child for a while. Some examples are below: 

• A child or young person has an argument with their parents and 
goes to stay with their friends family 

• A child or young person is sent to this country for education or 
healthcare by their birth parents; or parents travel aboard 

• A s a result of parental separation through death, illness or family 
conflict 

• Children whose parents study or work unsociable hours which 
make it difficult for them to use day care or after school care 

• Children or young people at boarding schools/language schools 
who are placed with host families (during long breaks)  

• Children brought into the country with a view to adoption (family 
surrogacy) 

• A s a result of parental substance misuse problems 

• A child or young person who becomes estranged from their parents 

• Parent/s in prison or homeless 

 

 

4.What to do 
If you are aware that there is a child or young person in, or about to 
be placed in, a private fostering arrangement you must notify the 
Local Authority Children’s Services by contacting :  

T: Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub: 01254 666400 

E: CYPReferrals@blackburn.gov.uk 

Further information can be obtained on: 

www.blackburn.gov.uk/Pages/Private-fostering.aspx 

 

Agencies who have children registered for services  (e.g. GP, education 
establishment's, dentists, clubs) should ensure you know parents 
details (and who has parental responsibility) and whether they live at 
the same address. If not please ensure you enquire why.    

 

3. Information  

There are many children cared for by private foster carers, however, a 
number of these arrangements are not brought to the attention of the 
Local Authority.  

Parents and private foster carers have a legal duty to inform the Local 
Authority of the arrangement  and for the Local Authority to fulfil their 
statutory responsibly. 

The Local Authority will then work with parents and private foster 
carers to ensure support is available for them and the child or young 
person so their needs are properly met. 

Parents remain financially responsible for their child and will need to 
agree arrangements for meeting the cost of their child's care. 
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