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Introduction 

Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) in partnership with 

Lancashire LSCB and partners are keen to support secondary schools, special schools, 

alternative provisions, children’s homes and other settings, in their work to keep young 

people safe from harm, including on-line grooming and child sexual exploitation.  

 

This resource has originally been produced by Derby Safeguarding Children Board and 

made available, with thanks, to support the delivery of Kayleigh’s Love Story. This 

resource will be supported by multi agency support across Lancashire: 

 

 Engage Team (East Lancashire) 

 Deter (Central and West Lancashire).  

 Nest Lancashire 

 

What is Kayleigh’s Love Story?   

  

Kayleigh’s Love Story is a short film based on a true story.  

 

On 31st October 2015 Kayleigh Haywood, age 15, accepted a friend request on Facebook 

from someone she did not know; his name was Luke Harlow.  Fifteen days later and after 

an exchange of some 2,643 messages with Luke Harlow, Kayleigh was raped and 

murdered by Stephen Beadman, Luke Harlow’s neighbour. What makes this case so 

shocking and rare is not just the outcome, but the speed of events.  

 

Working closely with Kayleigh’s family and with their full support, Leicestershire Police 

commissioned an independent production company to make a film about how Kayleigh 

was groomed and its terrible consequences.  In 2016 Kayleigh’s Love Story and 

accompanying trailers, were played in all Leicestershire and Rutland secondary schools.  

 

Following on from the success of Leicestershire and Rutland’s Kayleigh’s Love Story 

events, the films were released for use across the county to help raise awareness of on-

line grooming, online safety and child sexual exploitation.   
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Considerations prior to screening Kayleigh’s Love Story  

 

 If the film was shown without any audience prior awareness as a trailer in a cinema, 

it would carry a certificate of 15. 

 

 Consideration should be given as to which staff are available to support the session 

e.g. teaching, pastoral, social care, Young Peoples workers/CSE Champions and/or 

other practitioners – due to the nature of multi-agency CSE Teams please book well 

in advance 

 

 Be aware that the film is available on YouTube and therefore pupils may have 

already seen the film. Their reaction may have varied according to the 

circumstances in which they saw the film (who they were with, what time of day, 

where they were etc.). Acknowledge that films often feel different on subsequent 

viewings.  

 

 Students are likely to have already had input on online safety, grooming and child 

sexual exploitation. This may have included Chelsea’s Choice, Alright Charlie? and 

‘Lucy’s Story’ films.  Acknowledge that Kayleigh’s Love Story reinforces and builds 

upon the learning that has already taken place.  

 

 Talking about risks, relationships and keeping safe might be a trigger for young 

people who are being abused within their own home. Be prepared to respond to any 

young person who becomes upset by this subject matter.  

 

 Ensure all school staff have the opportunity to view the film and are briefed prior to 

facilitating events young people and any sessions you hold with parents.  

o Staff should be aware of vulnerable young people and where appropriate 

they should be highlighted to support teams on the day. 

o Staff to know and understand the school’s child protection/safeguarding 

policy and be clear about their roles and responsibilities.   

o Staff to have an awareness of online safety, the signs of grooming and child 

sexual exploitation (CSE). 

o Staff to know how they can effectively and appropriately deal with a 

disclosure and how to report concerns.  

o Staff and young people are to be advised that the film is based on a true 

story and may be upsetting but support is available afterwards should they 

wish to speak to someone. You may wish to give background information 

about events prior to the development of the film.  

 

 The film is suitable for all secondary age young people, with particular emphasis on 

Year 8 and Year 9; the school is in the best position to decide which year group/s it 

can be appropriately shown. Special schools in particular will need to carefully 

consider the needs of their students prior to delivery of a Kayleigh’s Love Story 

event. Materials about grooming and sexual exploitation have been developed for 
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younger age groups, which may be more suitable for some students with special 

needs, for example Alright Charlie? 

 

 Schools are also in the best position to decide how the film and session will be 

delivered. Young people have told us that they prefer the opportunity to discuss 

sensitive issues in smaller groups, so rather than delivery to a whole year group 

‘assembly style’ we recommend that you facilitate the events in classroom groups 

or class by class. 

 

 Schools may need to put in place specialist support for some students such as an 

interpreter, teaching assistant or signer.    

  

 Prior to facilitating a Kayleigh’s Love Story event, schools/settings may also wish to 

give an opportunity for parents/carers to see a screening of the film and have a 

discussion about online safety, grooming and sexual exploitation.  

 

 A Kayleigh’s Love Story event will take approximately 1 hour to 1 ½ hours.  This 

includes introduction to the film/setting the scene, watching the film in full, repeating 

the film with stops and discussion points, and including the opportunity to highlight 

gender issues i.e. boys can be victims and girls/women can be perpetrators.     

 

 

Kayleigh’s Love Story Films and Resources 

 

Kayleigh’s Love Story film and associated resources are available for download from a 

dedicated page on the Blackburn with Darwen LSCB website: 

 

http://www.lscb.org.uk/category/education/ 

 

Resources made available to support Kayleigh’s Love Story events include: 

 Kayleigh’s Love Story  

 Sample template letter to parents 

 Guidance on dealing with disclosure pack 

 Kayleigh’s Love Story Resource pack 

Further information about child sexual exploitation, including the CSE Toolkit links are 

provided on the LSCB Policy and Procedures Pages: 

 http://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_child_sex_exp.html 

 

Please also see our online safeguarding pages: 

http://www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/online-safeguarding.aspx 
 

 

http://www.lscb.org.uk/category/education/
http://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_child_sex_exp.html
http://www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/online-safeguarding.aspx
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Further Considerations 

 To your knowledge, does the subject content relate in any way to incidents involving 

young people, your school, community or topical stories which young people may 

be aware of and can relate to? 

 Is anyone in your school related to Kayleigh? Or have been involved or 

closely linked to concerns about online grooming, online abuse or sexual 

exploitation? 

 What does grooming look like from a child’s point of view? 

 How will you take account of these factors before, during and after the screening of 

the film? 

 How does this contribute to safeguarding in the curriculum and how can this be 

continued in forthcoming years?   

 It is essential to use a pre and post questionnaire (provided) how can you achieve 

this and in what timescale.   

 Planning when to show the film and work with young people.  

 

Follow up sessions 

Consideration should be given to offering additional sessions for young people on: 

 Online safety, including privacy settings on all devices including mobile phone 

settings and reporting concerns 

 Consent 

 Healthy relationships and emotional maturity 

 Harmful sexual behaviour / bullying and crossing the line 

 Grooming  and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 

 Developing self-esteem, self-worth and resilience 

 Workshops specifically for boys and girls  

 

Post Film/Workshop Questionnaire: 

The Pan Lancashire Local Safeguarding Children Boards are keen to know what impact 

the film and supporting work has had on students in your setting. Therefore schools are 

asked to produce an overall analysis of the evaluation from any sessions they deliver 

which may be useful in developing further work and for Ofsted. Analysis may be requested 

by the Local Safeguarding Children Board during section 11 audits or other quality 

assurance activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Lesson Plan ‘Kayleigh’s Love Story’ 
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Prompt 

On 31st October 2015 Kayleigh Haywood, aged 15 year, accepted a friend request on 

Facebook from someone she did not know; this person was Luke Harlow.  Fifteen days 

later and after an exchange of some 2,643 messages with Luke, Kayleigh was raped and 

murdered by his neighbour Stephen Beadman. 

 

Before showing the film young people should be made aware that it is a true story 

and is upsetting in parts.  Also let them know that support is available after the 

session should they wish to speak to someone and that any concerns will be taken 

seriously. 

 

Explain that the Kayleigh’s Love Story film will be shown in full first and will be then shown 

in short sections parts so that it can be discussed in detail. 

 

Show the film (5 minutes and 30 seconds) 

Young people should be asked for their initial thoughts and feelings after watching the first 

viewing of the whole film. This could be hands in the air or written on post it notes or given 

to them on a sheet before the session starts; this part of the session should take 10 

minutes for brief comments. You may wish to follow up with a session showing difference 

in gender responses – maybe an assembly?  Suggested categories for post it notes 

include: 

 

 Can you relate to this?  Why?  

 How often do you think it happens?  

 Have you, or someone you know, accepted a friends request from someone you 

didn’t know/a stranger? (adult or child)  

 Have you been asked to do something that made you feel uncomfortable or you 

thought was inappropriate?  

 If you were flattered like Kayleigh was, would it make you more likely to accept this 

friend invitation? 
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Show short sections with discussion points 

 

The film should then be played again with ‘stop’ points, and suggested questions posed to 

the young peoples as a group: 

 

Stop times  Suggested questions  

 
0:56  

 
What might have led to Kayleigh accepting the friend request? How do 
you know when someone is a friend? 
 

 
1:30 

 
What do you think about the text messages from Luke claiming that he 
loves Kayleigh? 
Is it ever easier to talk when you can’t see someone? 
Why do you think Kayleigh feels she could talk to Luke for hours, that 
she felt loved and that they were like old friends? What do you think is 
flattering and what do you think is creepy? 
 

 
1:44 

 
What do you think about Kayleigh lying to her mum about where she 
was going? 
 

 
1:51 

 
What might have made her think that her parents wouldn’t understand?  
 

 
2:00 

 
When she met Luke for the first time, what do you think she thought?  
How do you think she felt?  Do you think she may have felt something 
wasn’t quite right?  What could she have done differently?  What would 
you do? Is there ever a difference between what our hearts and what 
our heads tell us? Which one should we listen to? 
 

 
2:17 

 
Should Kayleigh have been suspicious when Luke suggested meeting 
for a ‘few drinks’?  In what way did he treat her like an adult? 
What is the difference between being treated like an adult and being 
treated like a child? At what age should it change? 
 

 
2:31 

 
Kaleigh talks about him being ‘the one’. What do you think?  
 

 
2:47 

 
Luke wants her to meet his friends, so Kayleigh feels that it must be 
serious.  What do you think she was thinking/feeling at this point?  
What would you do if you felt uncomfortable on social media? 
 

 What do you think the Luke is thinking?  Is there evidence that he or his 
neighbour/friend has planned to hurt Kayleigh? 
What are the reasons that someone might return to the person who has 
abused/scared/hurt them? 
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Discussion points (linked to timings and summary) 

 

0:56 Young people are likely to say the right thing but we need to have them be honest 

about how many people are on their own social media accounts that they do not 

truly know.  

 

Boys are just as vulnerable to this kind of flattery or trickery but it is usually their 

interests that are exploited to build up trust and friendships. For example: Adam 

Isaac groomed boys online using Minecraft he built up trust with boys before 

starting to abuse them by asking for inappropriate images then finally abusing them.   

 

Highlight that women and young people can also be perpetrators.  

 

1:30 In this discussion young people need to draw out how flattery and shared interests 

can be manipulated and used against them.  

 

1:44-151Draw out why young people feel that parents and professionals won’t understand.  

We all live in a socially mobile world, adults use online dating, Facebook, Twitter 

and receive unsolicited requests etc. It is important that we all discuss these issues 

to keep safe, not just young people.  It is also pertinent to remember that 

sometimes groomers blackmail victims using the sexualised texts or pictures that 

have been sent to them. 

 

2:00 Think carefully before you meet someone. If you decide to meet someone how 

could you reduce any risks? Ask young people to highlight four options that would 

have kept Kayleigh safe. Don’t forget, by the time young people meet someone 

they’ve met online, that person will often know a lot about them, including what they 

look like, phone numbers, address, family members etc.  Think about what you 

know about them.  You might know very little or might know a lot, but how do you 

know this is true?  Do you really know who they are? Why do you think people 

online use a “nick name”/alternative name? Why do you think some people online 

try to hide who they are and make it hard to trace anything back to them? What 

tricks might they use to do this?   

 

2:17 Luke is clearly an adult.  Why would an adult be interested in a child/young person?    

NOTE: Do not think it is only adults who groom and sexually harm. How many of 

young people have been inappropriate online or offline?  How many have tricked or 

manipulated friends or other young people into sharing inappropriate images, then 

used them to shame and punish them (often referred to as Revenge Pornography)?  

How many young people have crossed a line unknowingly and become abusive to 

other young people?  

 

2:31 Young people are often inexperienced in relationships and that is manipulated and 

used against them.  Their decisions are not always safe because they are 

influenced by flattery and promises of gifts, being treated like an adult, given alcohol 
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and other goods supportive and positive adults would not give them.  Young people 

may misplace their loyalty and love because they believe what they are being told, 

the promises and possibly gifts. That is one of the key barriers to professional and 

parents being allowed in to support them. 

 

2.47 Luke is saying and doing what Kayleigh needs to hear to gain her trust and get her 

to meet him so that he can abuse her.  

 

Young people, like many adults, often think the best of people when they first meet 

them and when they are introduced to new people by a “friend” they have recently 

met. Be alert to this and do not always trust and believe what you are told by 

someone you have just met. 

 

Perpetrators will act in a way that gains trust and do anything they can to 

manipulate the young person to meet them.  They will often come across as caring 

and make promises, offering any kind of friendship or loyalty to the young person.  

 

Other young people can take this approach manipulating others into sharing 

sexualised images or text.  This is then used to blackmail the victim and the sheer 

embarrassment of this is often what stops a young person from telling.   

 

Key message: Never be embarrassed to tell someone.   

 

This kind of abuse can be stopped and people will be held to account and investigated by 

the police.   

 

Young people also need to be aware that if they circulate sexual images of a child or 

young person that have committed a criminal offence that may result in a police record.   

 

Full guidance on sexting and how to schools should respond is available in the guidance 

document Sexting in schools and colleges: Responding to incidents and safeguarding 

young people. 

 

You might wish to explore the following questions with your students:  

 

 What do you think might be the immediate costs to the young person responsible 

who has behaved in a sexually harmful way? 

 

 What do you think might be the long terms costs to the young person who behaves 

in a sexually harmful way?  

 

Key message: If you, or someone you know, are at risk from anyone on or offline, or 

talking to strangers online, tell someone.  You can be the difference and help stop the 

abuse of young people on and offline. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/551575/6.2439_KG_NCA_Sexting_in_Schools_WEB__1_.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/551575/6.2439_KG_NCA_Sexting_in_Schools_WEB__1_.PDF
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Supporting all young people to feel able to be positive bystanders or witnesses.  

 

NEGATIVE WITNESS POSITIVE WITNESS 

 Knows they or someone else is talking to 
an adult or peer who may harm them 
and does not say or do anything about 
that. How would you feel if Kayleigh was 
your friend and you didn’t say anything? 

 

 Hears about something on social media 
that suggests a friend or young person in 
your school is being threatened or 
harmed online and does nothing about it 
– or joins in and bullies them. 

 
 
 

 Sends inappropriate messages or 
requests for inappropriate images to 
other young people. Bullies them and 
gets friends to bully because they have 
or refuse to send them. 

 Talks to a professional or parent and 
explains what has been happening and 
give them as much information as 
possible i.e. details of posts / messages 
/ details of who is contacting them etc. 

 

 Shares that information with a parent or 
teacher and do not become part of the 
problem by laughing at or bullying a 
young person. Shows some empathy 
and supports them by reinforcing 
positive messages about who the real 
bully and risk is. 

 

 Remembers that nothing is ever 
deleted from social media and that the 
minute an image or text is online you 
lose control over it.  Remembers that 
this is also evidence of offences and 
can be used in a police investigation. 

 
BE PART OF THE TEAM THAT PROTECTS.  MAKE SAFE DECISIONS AND TELL 
SOMEONE WHEN YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS AT RISK 
 

 

 

Getting Help- final section of the work with young people  

The individual school/setting must ensure that the following information is available at the 

time of playing the film: 

 

 Name of Designated Safeguarding Lead and Deputy Safeguarding Lead(s), the 

name of the school CSE Champion (where available) and available pastoral staff 

that young people can go to if they have any worries or concerns. Highlight that 

they can also approach any member of school staff as every adult in the school has 

a role in helping young people stay safe. How to report worries or concerns that 

young people may have (this may be to a teacher, tutor or member of the support 

staff) within the school during the event and afterwards. 

 Encourage young people to tell a trusted adult/ parents/carer if they have concerns 

about on-line safety, grooming or CSE when at home/ not in the school after the film 

was shown. 

 Highlight other ways that young people can report their worries or concerns i.e. 

Childline, Safe and Sound, Police, Children’s Social Care.   

 School to provide posters and cards etc about how to report concerns confidentially.  
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Conclusion  

 

PLEASE provide the summary below for young people  

 

Message of Hope 

Since showing this film to young people across several counties, young people have 

reviewed their friendship groups on social media, including Facebook and have deleted 

those people that they do not physically know.  Thirty five young people made disclosures 

that the police and social care are investigating.  They are safer as a result of this. 

 

Kayleigh does not have the chance to do things differently, but you do.  So check your 

privacy settings, think about the sites or chat rooms you are using and think about who 

may be on there and why?  Delete people that you don’t know and be safe on and offline.   

 

Key Message: young people need to be aware that anyone anywhere can be a victim of 

sexual exploitation and perpetrators can be male or female, old or young of any ethnicity 

or background. 

 


