
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Adults Board (LSAB) 

 

Key Messages – Tuesday 19 March 2013 

 

North West Ambulance Service (NWAS) – Safeguarding Challenges and 

Achievements   

 

The Board received a presentation, delivered by the NWAS Safeguarding Practice 

Manager. The focus of the presentation was on the three services provided by 

NWAS: 

 

− 999 paramedic emergency service 

− Patient transport service 

− Urgent Care 

 

The Board received information regarding safeguarding arrangements, approaches 

to referrals and details of safeguarding clinical safety indicators. A summary of 

safeguarding activity was presented and the Board discussed information sharing 

mechanisms and identified a local link to safeguarding services. 

 

The Board agreed to establish regular meetings with NWAS and will continue to 

receive information as appropriate. 

 

Sector Updates 

 

Key partners of the Board provided the following updates: 

 

Police  

 

− Reorganisation of the police’s divisional teams from the current six to three is 

underway.  How the public protection units’ services are delivered is also 

being examined.  

 

− From February 2013 the Dangerous and Sexual Offenders (DASO) Unit that 

manages high risk offenders has been organised through two specialist hubs 

in Lancashire; one of the two is based in Darwen 

 

 



Probation Trust  

 

− The Board were informed of the proposals from the Ministry of Justice to 

reform the way probation services are provided nationally. The Board 

were concerned with the proposals and will write to local MPs with their 

concerns. 

 

Safeguarding Theme: Francis Report & Keogh Investigation  

 

As part of the restructure of the Board, the agenda has been re-organised so that 

Board members have an opportunity to discuss in detail a particular safeguarding 

theme. At this meeting the Board received detailed information regarding the Mid-

Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust Public Inquiry and the Francis Report which was 

published on 6 February 2013. 

 

The Board also received information about the announced investigation into high 

mortality rates - The Keogh Review. One of the Trusts to be reviewed is East 

Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust. 

 

It will identify: 

 

− whether existing action by these trusts to improve quality is adequate 

and whether any additional steps should be taken  

− any additional external support that should be made available to these 

trusts to help them improve  

− any areas that may require regulatory action in order to protect patients.  

 

More information can be found at:  

http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/bruce-keogh-review/Pages/Overview.aspx 

 

Professor Sir Bruce Keogh will publish a public report summarising the findings and 

actions resulting from the 14 investigations before the summer.   

 

Further detailed work is ongoing by East Lancashire Hospital Trust and will remain a 

key priority for the Board. 

 

Adult Safeguarding Review  

 

An internal review of adult safeguarding took place between the 6
th

 and 8
th

 March. 

The focus of the review was to gain feedback from staff within the Local Authority 

and Health agencies about our local safeguarding arrangements. 

 

A number of ‘Key Lines of Enquiry’ helped the review team to determine areas of 

good practice and strengths, and also to identify areas for further consideration.  

 



The three days proved to be extremely productive and will result in a safeguarding 

action plan being developed and a ‘task and finish’ group established to drive 

forward the findings.  

 

A snapshot of the positive feedback received includes: 

 

− Some effective approaches to safeguarding (particularly the specialist 

safeguarding team) 

− A strong commitment and focus by staff 

− Good training opportunities 

− Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) developments 

 

Areas for consideration include: 

 

− Improving communications  

− Reviewing safeguarding policy and procedures 

− Developing a safeguarding Quality Assurance Framework  

− Strengthening service user voice  

  

 

Documents discussed and/or agreed by the Board include: 

 

− LSCB Induction Booklet 

− Board and Committee terms of reference 

 

 

 

 


