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Blackburn with Darwen Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) 
 

Key Messages – 24th March 2015 
 
Prevent  
The Community Safety Partnership provided an update on the duties for 
Board partners contained within the new Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 
(2015).  The Board discussed that all agencies in the statutory, education, 
voluntary and independent sectors will need to have regard to ensuring the 
provisions within the Act (partnership working; risk assessment; referral to 
Prevent/Counter-Terrorism services; action planning; staff training, etc.) are 
implemented and are referenced through their agency’s safeguarding policy 
and procedures. 
 
The Board has requested that all Board level agencies undertake a self-
assessment to identify areas of compliance and areas where action is 
required. The findings from this self-assessment process will be reported at 
the next Board meeting. 
  
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
The Board agreed that CSE training for all workers and managers providing 
services to children will be made mandatory. The Board agreed that agencies 
should ensure that their staff access and complete online CSE training by the 
1st June 2015. 
 
The LSCB has commissioned an online e-learning Child Sexual Abuse/CSE 
course that will be available from mid-April 2015. Where workers have already 
attended their own agency’s course, have undertaken a CSE course from any 
other LSCB or have completed a course provided by a national agency, this 
will be acceptable. 
 
Board members will be reporting back to the LSCB Chair in June 2015 on 
their agency’s compliance. 
 
Safeguarding leads in agencies can provide information on how to access 
courses currently and will be distributing the link to the LSCB’s e-learning 
course in April 2015. 
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LSCB Annual Development Day, 2015 
The LSCB Annual Development Day was held on the 26th February 2015 at 
which the facilitator provided focussed on the leadership qualities required of 
effective LSCB members. 
 
The facilitator also shared with the Board three areas that nationally frontline 
practitioners have identified as areas they feel require clearer guidance to aid 
their working with families: 
 

 Use of Social Media in tracking information about families 

 Dangerous pets within homes when undertaking home visits 

 Mobile/hot-desk working practices. 
 
The Board has agreed to set up small working groups to ensure clearer 
guidance can be provided.   
 
Frontline Focus Groups 
Board members will be undertaking a number of focus groups with frontline 
practitioners to further inform the LSCB about the experiences of practitioners 
delivering safeguarding services. The focus groups will take place between 
April and June 2015. 
 
Safeguarding Themes:  
(i) Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
Blackburn with Darwen Public Health, Lancashire Care Foundation Trust, 
East Lancashire Hospitals Trust, NHS England and Blackburn with Darwen 
Clinical Commissioning Group presented to the Board the four-tiered service 
model for CAMHS that operates in the Borough. 
 
The commissioners of local services provided an overview of the services that 
are available within the borough.  These include emotional health & wellbeing 
services, community services, psychiatry services and in-patient services.  
 
Providers of the tier 2 (community services) to tier 4 (in-patient admissions) 
services provided an overview of their performance and the challenges the 
services face in ensuring the correct referrals are received so that children’s 
needs can be met at the earliest opportunity. 
 
All commissioners and providers outlined the need to promote emotional 
health and wellbeing through community level services. 
 
(ii) Substance Misuse 
Blackburn with Darwen Public Health team presented to the Board an 
overview of the range of services that are commissioned in the Borough to 
assist young people and adults with substance misuse issues. The current 
range of providers will be replaced in April 2015 with one provider to ensure 
that an integrated approach to service provision and outcomes can be 
achieved.  
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The new service provider is CRI who are a national health and social care 
charity that work with individuals affected by drugs, alcohol, crime, 
homelessness, domestic abuse and anti-social behaviour. CRI currently 
provide their ‘Inspire’ service in other parts of Lancashire and therefore have 
experience in working with some local partner agencies. CRI also has 
significant experience in raising awareness about the risks of ‘legal highs’. 
 
The new service is committed to ensuring that services are flexible for 
meeting the needs of the people in the borough. They are also committed to 
strategic initiatives like Early Help, Transforming Lives and Routine Enquiry 
(Adverse Childhood Experiences). 
 
Documents agreed and noted by the Board include: 

 Terms of Reference for the Board 

 Charging Policy for non-attendance at LSCB training 

 Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) information leaflet 

 Pan-Lancashire CSE Reporting Arrangements 

 Child Health Profile (2014) 

 Office of the Children’s Commissioner’s report on CSE “If it’s not better, 
it’s not the end” 

 Government Letter on statutory responsibilities for Information Sharing  
 

 
 
 


