
1. Background 
Modern Slavery is illegal and encompasses: 

• Human Trafficking 

• Slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour 

Modern Slavery also captures a whole range of types of 
exploitation including but not limited to sexual and criminal 
exploitation. 

It is important that staff (and the public) are aware of what 
modern slavery entails, how you may recognise the signs 
and indicators and understand what you should do if you 
identify victims and how  to refer your concerns. 

2. Why it matters 
Victims are trafficked all over the world including into and 
around the UK.  There is no typical victim with many not 
even understanding that they are being exploited and they 
are entitled to help and support.  

Human trafficking is carried out by organised crime groups 
and individual perpetrators who use whatever means 
necessary to groom, coerce, deceive and force their victims 
into a life of abuse.  

Much of this is hidden with victims being attracted by the 
promise of work, money and accommodation. 

 

 

4.What to do 
Be aware of the possible signs: Modern Slavery Briefing available on: 

www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/3444453/Reference_briefing_final.pdf 

Staff: have a duty to report modern slavery and must follow 
safeguarding procedures for referring children and adults at risk. 

Adults who do not want to engage with authorities  can be supported 
by the Salvation Army who provide a 24 hour helpline 0300 303 8151 
or www.salvationarmy.org.uk/human-trafficking 

 

Public information: Contact the police on 999 if urgent or 101 if not. 
Alternatively contact the Modern Slavery Helpline on 0800 0121 700  

 

3. Information  

Victims are owned and controlled by an ‘employer’ usually 
through the threat of or actual physical or psychological 
abuse. They can be any age, gender, nationality or ethnicity. 

Possible signs:  they seem isolated or controlled, have poor 
living conditions, have few or no personal effects and are 
reluctant to seek help. Children may be engaged in child 
sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, begging and 
missing education or not registered with a GP. They may not 
be familiar with an adult accompanying them.  

Act on instinct that something is not quite right but do not 
raise your concerns with anyone accompanying the 
child/adult.  

Further information can be found on www.lscb.org.uk  
www.lsab.og.uk and www.modernslavery.co.uk 
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